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or THE 


PROCEEDINGS | in the CASE 


OF 


Comix CALLED P E G. 
H E RE. being no hiltory with 


which every learned reader i is bet- 


ter acquainted in general, than that of 
John Bull, and his fiſter Peg, we ſhall 


introductions to the preſent ſtory. John 


N 


ſpend very little time in preambles or 
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| body knows, in the two adjoining houſes 
which were left them by their father; 

and it matters not now to ſay, how 
much better John was lodged than his 
ſiſter, and how many more improve- 


ments he had made on his farm. We 


never heard of any difference ariſing be- 
tween them on this ſcore, farther than 
ſome jeers and taunts between the black- 
guards or ſcullions of either houſe, 


who generally got themſclves bloody 


noſes upon the occaſion. As for Peg 


herſelf, ſhe was ſo far from complain- 


ing, of her portion, that nothing could 


offend her more, than to be told out 


of doors, that ſne was not the richeſt | 


heireſs i in the world. 


Te is not eaſy to fay, whether it was 


Peg's own - temper, the badneſs of her 
ſubject, 


. OG ET, -; 


E 


4 


% „ . 
2 


or MARGARET. 3 


ſubject, or the . perpetual vexations ſhe 


met with in her youth, that hindered 


her from minding her domeſtic affairs, 
fo much as ſhe ſhould have done: but 
the truth is, that matters were often at 


ſixes and ſevens in her family; and her 


brother and ſhe, to be ſure, never could 
agree about any thing. All the world 


knows how long their affairs remained 
in confuſion, merely becauſe they would 
not employ the ſame attorney, and 
what an averſion they had to truſt their 
affairs in common to any ſingle perſon.” 
Peg would fay, I'll have nothing 


to do with John's lawyers ; whoever 1 


employ muſt mind nobody's affairs but 


mine. I have as good a right to be 


ſerved as he; and if he pays more than 
I do, let it be for ſervices done to 
| B2 * — 
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- TAE HISTORY | 
himſelf, not for cheating me.” John 
again would ſwagger and ſwear, and 
ſaid, that whoever Peg employed, 
muſt be a dirty louſy fellow; and would 
come to no terms, unleſs ſhe would : 
| take a ſteward of his chooſing. 


It happened, 8 at laſt, as 
every careful peruſer of hiſtory know- . 
eth, that every man of the law, within 
the reach almoſt of John's knowledge, 
from the maſter down to the mereſt 
clerk-boy, died, or left the country, 
or diſappeared ſome how or other, and 
John was obliged for once to put his 
papers in the hands of his ſiſter's law- 
yer, a very book- learned man, as many 
people affirm even unto this day. 
But be this as it will, Peg had the 
e On , vanity. 
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_ vanity to, boaſt, that though her law- 


yer now lived in John's own houſe, 
yet it was ſhe who gave that clod-pated, 


_ pock-puddened numſkull the lawyer 


at laſt; and that this ſame man of the 


law, if he had any gratitude to the 
houſe where he was born and bred, | 


a» 4 


would not let her be wronged, or for- . 


get her boys, when the ſtock came to 
be divided. She truſted too that they 
would remember themſelves, and if 
| John or the attorney pretended to cheat 
them, ſhe talked no leſs than of beat- 
1 ing out both their brains. John was 
really at bottom a good- natured fellow, 
and knowing himſelf to be an over- 
match for Peg, did not mind her 
; peeviſh humours a ruſh ; but he would 
not have liked her attorney for all that, 


<p 


8 if 
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bo he had not expected to manage him, 
by keeping him in his own houſe, 'and 
by putting clerks about him, who 
never had any connexion with Mar- 
garet, or her hungry loons, from 
whom, the truth is, he Wnpoſtect”1 no 


good. 


This affair being ſettled 9 the 
3 and ſiſter, as well as could be 
expected with ſo little cordiality on 
15 either ſide, their common concerns be- 
gan to be a little better managed, and 
people got ſome reſt in their beds; 
for they did not harbour vagrants, as 
they uſed to do, to hamſtring one ano- 
ther's cattle, to tear up the young 
| planting, and knock out one another's 
brains. They differed, it is true, now 
and then about this thing, a and t 'other 
thing, 


or MARGARET. 7 
thing, and about attornies and agents, 
but it always happened that they em- 

ployed the ſame perſon, even whilſt 
John wiſhed Peg at the bottom of the 
ſea; and Peg ſometimes let deviliſh 
knocks at him, and the attorney too, 
| when ſhe was Jealous of either. 


John, however, was ſo far lucky, 
that his ſiſter concurred with him very 
readily in moſt things of conſequence, 
| ſuch as turning off Squire Geoffry, and 
the like; inſomuch, that he himſelf 
| was not readier to part with this Squire, 


as every body knows, although he 


claimed kindred to Peg as the foſter- 
mother of his family ; and to make all 
ſure, ſhe put her hand. as freely to the 
perpetual contract with Sir Thomas. 
This was a gentleman i in the neighbour- 
By hood, 
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hood, of an ancient family, and a 
pretty fortune of his on: but he was 
willing to take charge of the brother 
and ſiſter's affairs, provided he had 
ſome ſecurity that he ſhould not be turn- 
ed out the next moment, which was i 
accordingly granted in the form of a 
contract, by virtue of which he con- 
tinues to manage their buſineſs in A 
very orderly regular manner. 5 
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This, however, did not hinder ſome 
perſons in both families, who had a 
hankering after Squire Geoffry, from 

being mad enough once and again, to 
think of reſtoring him to his office, 
in ſpite of John's and Margaret's teeth, 
They came ſometimes from the garret, 

and from the cellar, roaring about this 


matter; and when chey got drunk, they 
imm 


os MARGARET: «y- 
| imagined nothing was eaſier to be done. 

The truth is, that if Peg had not 
been firm to the contract, John would | 
often have been ſore beſet. 1 5 


Although the intention of ah proem 
is far from being to give a full account 
of the affairs of theſe two families, pre- 
ceding the preſent tranſaction, much 
leſs to cenſure or run down other grave 
hiſtorians, who have publiſhed to the 
learned world any part of their hiſtory 
yet we cannot altogether paſs in filence 
ſome few miſtakes in the otherwiſe ela- 5 
borate work of the celebrated Sir Hum 
phrey Poliſworth, bred in the learned 
univerſity of Grub. ſtreet. An hiſtorian, 
in our opinion, ſhould be as mindful. 
of truth in whatever he may occaſionally | 
mention, as he is in the main ſeries of 
his 
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his ſtory. For want of attending to 


this truth, the learned Sir Humphrey 
has unguardedly miſrepreſented the na- 
ture of John's and Peg's agreement, 


together with the cauſes which induced 


John to ſollicit that accommodation. 


Many learned writers of that time ſay, 


that the queſtion was not then about 
John' 8 heir, but about the old ſtory the 
choice of a ſteward, and the perpetual 
contract we have mentioned. But be | 


this as it will, there was no diſagree- 


ment between John and his ſiſter on 


either of theſe points, as Sir Humphrey 


Poliſworth himſelf doth acknowledge. 
On the contrary, if John roared againſt 


Squire Geoffry, Peg tore her cap and 


ber apron in perfect rage, and was like 
F . 
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15 his gang, all the time they were in the 


management of John” $ buſineſs, 


The truth of the matter was, that 
about the time of the oreat change we 
have mentioned, many people in both 
families ſaid, Although we agree now, 
we may quarrel hereafter, and it will be 


a plaguey thing to come into the hands 
of different lawyers and attornies again, 


who never fail to ſet people by the ears 
for their own advantage. John and 
Margaret have lived ſo much better, 
ſince they came to employ the ſame 


lawyer, that it is a pity they ſhould 


ever be in danger of parting their affairs. 
The lands of Bull-hall and Thiſtle- 
down were never intended for two 


farms. the ſame hedge and ditch ſur- 


round them, and whilſt they continue 
in 
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[i in one, they may be kept with half the © 
| looking after; for nobody can be half 
I | ſo troubleſome to either family, as they 


have formerly been to one another. 
For theſe, and many more reaſons, an 
agreement was thought upon; and 
though it went ſome what againſt John's 
4 ſtomach, yet he coaxed and flattered 
ſiſter Peg till he obtained her conſent, 
not to come to live in his houſe, as the 
learned Sir Humphrey Poliſworth has 
cCecrroneouſly related, but merely to ſhut 


E- up her own compting-room, diſmiſs her 
overſeers, and ſend her clerks to John's 
| ” Houſe, to manage their affairs together 
f with his accomptant, under the inſpec- 
: | tion of the great lawyer, as he was 
then called, in both families, 
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or MARGARET. By 
This agreement, however, did not 
pleaſe every body. The ſervants who 
attended Peg's compting-room, were 


angry at the loſs of their vails, The 
upper ſervants, as every body knows, 
miſmanaged their part of the bulineſs 


ſome how or other, and many people 
faid, that the houſe looked melancholy 


when the windows of the counting- 


room juſt looking to the South were 


ſhut up. In ſhort, you could hear a 


buzz in every corner of the houſe, 


| that the whole family was undone for 


ever. Jack himſelf grew very ſulky, 


and for the turn of a ſtraw would have 
played the devil. But what will not a 


little time do. Peg's people got gra- 


5 dually into better humour; Jack's zeal 
for the contract made with Sir Thomas, 


ſoon. 


* 
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rent from them, except a day's work 
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ſoon cid hitn to whatever was 


 connefted with it, and Peg's affairs 
went on fb tolerably, that every body 


was pacified, except the few who would 
be pleaſed with ann. unleſs Squire 


| Geoffry v was reſtored, 


About "hy: ite that Sir Thomas 


came to the office, there was a great 


turmoil in John's kitchen and back- 


yard, and in Peg's garret, where in- 
deed ſhe harboured a parcel of cuti- 
ous fellows, who did not mind the 
buſineſs of the family much, but would 


run you up and down ſtairs like light- 


ning, ſometimes get into the kitchen, 
the hen rooſt, or back-yard, and ſnap _ 
up any thing their fingers could Jay hold _ 


of. Their miftreſs ſeldom got any 


now © 


* MARGARET. 1; 
now and then in harveſt, or the uſe of 
their children to keep the crows from 
the barley. But the true ſecret of her 
liking to them was, that they were ex- 
cellent fellows at a brawl, and you had 
as good put your head in the fire, as 
meddle with their miſtreſs when they 
were by. But Peg could never get 
them to agree among themſclves till 


very lately, nor always to behave very - 


reſpectfully to herſelf; inſomuch, that 
both John and ſhe were often tempted 
to condemn that garret. But things 
' muſt have their courſe, the garret. gen- 
try have ſometimes done excellent ſer- 
; vice, and there is nobody John him- 
ſelf likes better to ſee about him, when © 
Lewis Baboon or Lord Strutt come a- | 


bout cudgel-playing, which is a very 
5 common 
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common caſe, as the learned Sir Hum- 
| Py. has very well obſerved. 


How John quarrelled with Lewis Baboon 


about dividing the Weſt-common ; and 
_ how intead of going to _ they cane 


to blows. 
21 | \ | . 
7 E account it a great overſight | 
in the learned Sir ee 


Poliſworth, that he has taken little or no 
notice of John Bull's land- eſtate, his 
| orchards, kitchen-grounds, and corn- 


fields, of which he has always poſſeſſed | 
an excellent ſhare ; but conſidered him 
as a ſimple clothier and mechanic, 


merely becauſe he ſent goods of this, 


„ 
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and many other kinds to market. John 
got ready money, it is true, by the ſale 
of his goods; but the great ſupport of 


his family, and what made him be 


treated like a gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood, was the excellent manor of 


 Bull-hall, where John and his poſterity 


may find capon and bacon, and beef 
and mutton, without being obliged to 
any body, and without cringing to Lord 
Strutt, Squire South, or Lewis Baboon, 


for their cuſtom. It is true, that the 


devil poſſeſſed John ſometimes to that 
degree, that you could not hear a word 
from him but about his cloth, and his 


Iron-work, and his pottery, and you 
- would ſee him up to the eyes in clay, 


or ſteeped, til he grew all the colours 
of the rainbow, in dyer's ſtuff, or 
C  ſmoaked 
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ſmoaked and roaſted like a ſmith, or 
fallow and greaſy like a weaver, and no 
gentleman could keep company with 
him, or any of his family, ſuch low 
habits they had got behind the counter, 
or in the work · op. &« Mind your cuſ- 
tomers, lads, ſays John Good words 
go far; Be civil to every body whether 
they buy or no;” and then he would rap 
out a ſtring of proverbs, ſuch as, A pen- 
ny ſaved is a penny got, Faſt bind, faſt 
find,“ and ſo forth; in.ſhort, if it had 
not been for ſome good blood which 
John had ſtill in his veins, he muſt have 
grown a mere pedling, ſneaking, deſign - 
in Mgfenerf rogue, AS cvef e 


There was, as we ſay, blood, or 
ſomething elſe, that kept up John's 


* ſo chat he went abroad now and 
then, 
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chen, in as gentleman · like a way as 
could be wiſhed, although Lewis Baboon 
uſed to ſit ſneering at him ſometimes as 
he paſſed ; but *. minded him not a 
ruſh. | | 


Now it happened, that John and 


Lewis had about the ſame time taken in 
part of the weſt- common, and though 


their fields were not contiguous, they 


could not agree about their marches. 


Many meetings they had to ſettle them, 
but all to no purpoſe, for none of them 


knew well what he would be at. The 
common ſaying was, that Lewis wanted 
to get all the land in the country, and 


you needed only to tell John ſo much, 


in order to put him in adownright foam 
of mage and fury. However this be, 


S Lewis 
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Lewis tormented his own people enough, 
with making them ſtick in poſts and 
ſtakes in different parts of the common; 
and when John aſked him what he 
meant, he ſaid, They were only rub- 
ing poſts for his cows to ſcratch them- - 
ſelves, in caſe they ſtrayed ſo far. But 
other people told John, that Lewis 
would ſome day or other claim every bit. 
of that ground as his own, by virtue of 
thoſe ſtakes, if he was not checked in. 
time. Accordingly, John ſent him ſome 
angry meſſage about them, and Lewis 
in return, begged leave to pieſent his 
compliments to John, and aſſured him, 
that the thing in the world he wiſhed 
| moſt, was to live in good terms with 
his honoured friend and neighbour John 
Bull. Mean time, ſome of John's cow- 


n 
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herds met with a fellow or two belong- 
ing to Lewis, and after a great deal of 
bad language painful to repeat, they 
came to blows, and made a great noiſe, 
which brought John and Lewis too, to 
ſee what was the matter. John, indeed, 
happened to be in his barge that after- 
noon, on the lake to the welt of his 
houſe, which he affected to call his own 
fiſh-pend, and Lewis too being on his 
way to the common, their barges un- 

happily met, when John, without any 

more ado, took up an oar, and aimed 
a blow at Lewis Baboon' 8 brains, You 
damned, inſidious, Fair-tongued villain, 
this is all your doing, with your ſtakes, 
and your poſts, and your covetouſneſs 
for land, which nobody will poſſeſs un- 
der you, you damned, oppreſſive, 
„„ ſqueezing. 
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ſqueezing raſcal. My dear John, ſays 
Lewis, what is the matter ? The mat- 
ter, you ſcoundrel! With that John 
aimed another blow; but their barges 
ran foul of one another, and he faſtened 
on Lewis Baboon's wig, tore his bag, 
and threw it in the water; in ſhort, be- 
fore you could count fix, there was not 
a hat nor a wig to be ſeen in the whole 
boats-crew, of either ſide. Hiſtory 
ſays, that Lewis had like to have been 
drowned outright, and was glad to get 
home with his head broken in many 
places, and curſing John Bull, for the 
moſt. raſh, choleric, f blunder-headed 
fellow, that ever was. known, in. the 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. . 


What ſort of fellows John and Le * 
Were in uſe to employ to keep their r- 
cards, and their e 


IIsToRY tells many les, | if 
this was the firſt time that John 
and Lewis came to blows; and Sir 
Hum phrey Poliſworth may think to con- 


ceal it if he will, but many a time has 
Lewis, i in his youth, loſt his hat and his 
wig 1 in ſcuffles with John, and as often 
has John come home with a broken pate, 
though very few people durſt tell it to 
his wife or his mother. In ſhort, theſe 
tuo had been troubleſome rogues to one 
24 1 another 
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another time out of mind; and at the 
time of which we are now ſpeaking, - - 


there was no ſuch thing as law or juſtice 

in the whole country. If you could 
keep your own, It was well; if not, it 
did not ſignify complaining; two or 
three ſtout fellows at your back, a brace 


of piſtols, or a blunderbuſs, was a bet- 
ter title to an eſtate than the beſt con-„ 


veyance in the world. Whilſt you 
thought yourſelf ſure of your lands, 


two or three fellows in the neighbour- 


hood would be diſputing who ſhould 
have it; and of Lord Strutt, Lewis 
Baboon, Squire South, Nicholas Frog, 


John Bull himſelf, and all the gang of 


them, there was not one to mend ano- 


ther, they did not mind blowing out N 


one another's brains one farthing; they 5 
3 85 had 
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had got honourable names for thieving, 
robbing, and houſe-bteaking, ſuch as 
policy, conqueſt, and invaſion; and if 
you lived in their neigiibourhood, they 
were ſure to leave you nothing, unleſs 
vou could handle a cutlaſs, or fire a 
blunderbuſs, and kept friends with ſome 

one or other of them, who protected 
you for his own ſake, or that he might 
take all you had at a more convenient 
time. God help the poor milk- ſop that 


truſted to the goodneſs of his cauſe. 
7 


This made every 33 look about 
him; and John among the renn, 
many a day, had as ſtout a family of 
young fellows as any in all the neigh- 
bourhood, and would not take an af- ; 
front or an injury from any man. 


His boys were for the moſt part ſober, 
: = . 
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pesbeable fellows within doors; but if 


there was any noiſe heard over- night a- 


mong the poultry in the orchard, or the 


workſhop, it needed only the bark of a 


dog, to bring a ſcore of them into the 
court, and from every corner of John's 


houſe you could hear nothing but ſtriv- 
ing who ſhould be out firſt, Every 
body had his cutlaſs, or his carabine 


at his bed's-head, and it is hard to ſay 
which they were moſt” jealous of, their 
father's honour, or the preſervation 5 
his eſtate. It was the pride of John's 
heart in thoſe days, to ſee his boys 
hardy and reſolute, and he hated a 
ſneaking, puny, pewling fellow, like the 
devil. 


Ti chis"Hurfiot) + Jobn live# for many 


GO but _ changes happen Which 


nobody 
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nobody looks for; people perſuaded him 
by degrees, that if he had money enough 
there was nothing elſe worth minding. 
From this hopeful maxim, he even ne- 


glected ſending his children to ſchoot, 
locked up their cudgels and cricket- 


batts, and would not let one of them 
touch a gun, for fear they ſhould hurt 


themſelves. He had got by heart all 


the ſtories that ever bis nurſe had told 
him, about the accidents which happen 
at rough play, or in handling firelocks, 
and would repeat them ſometimes, till 
his wife and his mother were qu 
aſhamed of him. 


| Ir would require the pen of a great 
hiſtorian to tell how this great change 

was brought about, Some . ſaith) 
that 
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that John was old and began to doat; 
others ſaid, that it was all owing to an 


old nurſe who lived about the houſe; 


but alas, they do not tell us how John 
came to be directed by old women, or 
what was the reaſon that ſome of John's 


neighbours were grown worſe than even 
he was at this time. Lewis Baboon was 


grown from a ſpruce forward gallant, a 
mere prieſt-ridden, whore - ridden, flim- 


ſey periwig- making old fool. Lord 


Strutt could never be got out of his 
bed before eleven o*clock in the morn- 
ing, and Nicholas Frog would rather 


have taken ready money for a farthing- 


candle, than ſee his beſt friend return 


from the grave. One ſtout man could 
have chaced a hundred of them into the 
ſea, and yet theſe damned fellows con- 


trived 
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trived to be very troubleſome for all that, 
by means of a device of which the devil 
himſelf was certainly the author. In 
. their younger days they were all ready 


enough at a blow, yet as they and every 


body about them, had ſome other buſi- 
neſs beſides fighting, they could not 
well quarrel when they were other ways 
engaged]; but they came at laſt to keep 
people on purpoſe to fight, and as no- 
body cared what became of theſe fel- 
lows, they would ſend them out for the 
turn of a ſtraw, to play the devil in all 
the neighbourhood; and the reſt of the 
people at home truſting to them, be- 
came mere milk- ſops and old women. 


An hiſtorian of great credit affirms, 
that this practice was grafted on that of 
Ne a game-keeper; and for this 
75 | reaſon 
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reaſon it is, that although e be 
many more of them in every houſe than 


are neceſſary to keep the game, they 


are nevertheleſs known under the title of 
game-keepers even unto this day. In 
former times, continues he, every fa- | 
ther of a family and his children, were 
ſportmen more or leſs. It mattered not 
who ſtarted the game, they could all 


ſhoot without diſtinction; and it mat- 


tered as little what part of the houſe a 
thief attempted to break in upon, the 
firſt man he met thought himſelf 
obliged to defend the premiſes. But 


when they grew lazy, ſpiritleſs, and 


purſe- proud, they muſt needs keep 
their game · keepers like lords, and each 


| according to his eſtate, got as many as 
he could well maintain, and thoſe he 


© 7 employed 


0 MAR GAR EF. 
a employed not only to knock down a 
hare, or a partridge, now and then, for 
the maſter's table, but to them he en- 
truſted the whole defence of his eſtate 
incloſed and common, barn- yards, or- 
chards, and kitchin- grounds, and it was 
thought preſumption in any body elſe 
to do any thing beſides running away 
when any body attempted to diſturb the 
houſe. Lewis Baboon would have kept 
you forty or fifty at a time, and this 
when nobody was meddling with him, 
as he faid, to guard his * and 8 
tend him to church. 


5 Theſe FOR did nothing from morn- 
ing to night, but firſt turn upon one 


heel, and then upon another, put a gun 


ſometimes to their hip, ſometimes to 
their noſe, ſometimes to their ſnoulder; 
and, 
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and, in ſhort, played ſo many antic 
tricks with a muſket, that few or none 
of them could remember or diſtinguiſh 
its real uſe. But they bilked their 
landlords, curſed, ſwore, and bullied, 
wherever they went, and in many 
| houſes where ſuch fellows were kept, 
nobody durſt ſay his life was his own for 
Gem. 


It may be hard enough to tell how 


5 any maſter of a family came to keep 


ſuch people about him; but the moſt. 
amazing thing of all is, how John Bull, 
fo kind a father, and ſo good a maſter, 
' ſhould ever think of entertaining ſo 
many of them, and truſt more to their 
_ affection, than to that of his own 
children. | 


It 


k 3 is true, that” John' s heart has al- 


ways miſgiven him in this project; he 


generally keeps a dozen or ſo, but no- 


body could ever prevail on him, or 
Mrs. Bull, to tell how long they were 
to keep them; and every Saturday night 
when he pays off his workmen, he al- 
ways ſays, Gentlemen, whereas it goes 
againſt my conſcience, to keep ſome 
damned raſcals perpetually about my 
houſe, you are to remain only for next 
week, and no longer; + bur ſtil] he keeps 
them on in this manner from one week 


to another, for which he has many 


ſalvo's. In the firſt place, ſays John, I 

don't take any body but my own tenants 
ſons, or now and then an idle fellow 

_ from my own farm, and 1 have always 


* of my own boys who keep them 
| =. company; 5 
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company 3 ſo that they always behave 
very reſpectfully to me, and have often 
taken my part, when ſuch fellows as 
Nicholas Frog keeps would have cut 
my throat. Secondly, ſays John, I on- 
Iy keep them as long as Squire Geoffrey 
and his abettors are like to be trouble- 
ſome, which I hope will not be long. 
But many of John's enemies ſaid, that 
there was a better reaſon than all theſe 
put together, viz. that he was afraid to 
fire a gun himſelf, and was frightened 


out of his ſenſes when he had not ſome 
of his bullies 15 him. 


f 6 


Whether this was the cauſe, or the | 
effect of his keeping thoſe fellows, it 
muſt be owned that John Bull, who 


uſed to be a * bearty fellow, always 
| maſter 


ys 
ter 


- 
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maſter in his own houſe, and afraid of 


nothing, began to ſneak about the 


doors, and would ſtart at his own 


| ſhadow; and when there was any noiſe 


in the orchard, or poultry-yard, he 


would ſcour up to the garret, and leave 
the game-keepers and the thieves to do 


what they pleaſed with his effects, ſhut- 
ting his eyes, and ſtopping his ears, 


that he might not ſee or hear any ſhoot- | 
ing of guns, of which in truth he was 


become marvelouſly afraid. Lewis Ba- 
boon had no more ado, but to give out 


that he was going to pay a civil viſit to 
John, in order to put the whole houſe in 
a pannic: and this word pannic was 


grown ſo familiar with John, that he 
had it always ready as an excuſe for run- 
Dil away upon the ſlighteſt occaſion. | 


p. - CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


How John got a terrible fright in bis | 
0Wn houſe of Bull-ball. 

T was al without cauſe, that 

John Bull diſliked the viſits of Lewis 

Baboon; he knew what fine ſport that 
rogue might have made for himſelf in 
ſuch a houſe; and that beſides cuckoldom, 
many other misfortunes might have be- 


fallen the landlord. But hiſtory, with al! 


her gravity, will ſcarcely make poſterity 
believe, how much John was afraid of 


his own ſiſter Margaret's garret lodgers. 


Onee upon a time, two or three of them 
being ſeduced by ſome outlandiſh per- 
8 55 . 
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ſon, who ſtiled himſelf young Mr. 
Geoffrey, got down ſtairs, ran into Mar- 

garet's dining room and drawing- room, 
overſet the china, drank the cream, and 
having found one of John's game- 
keepers teaching the maids to coddle 


apples in the back-kitchen, gave him a 
flap in the chops, and poured the ſcald- 
ing water on him. From thence they 
proceeded as they thought proper; and 
though Margaret threw her poker at 
them as they paſſed, with an air of great 
bitterneſs and vexation, yet John took 
it in his head that it was all her doing, 
and ſent her word to keep them at home, 

I otherwiſe he would ſet fire to her houſe : 
but juſt as he was talking i in this ſtrain, 
+ | and abuſing his poor ſiſter as a treache- 
5 rous vixin, who might have kept bet- 
„ 1 5 ter 
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ter order in her houſe if ſhe pleaſed, be 


. Was ſilenced at once with a knock on 
the pate; and without ſtaying. to ſee 


what was the matter, ran up to the leads, 


| called out to his game-keepers, who were 
gone nobody knows where, then to Ni- 


cholas Frog, Rouſterdivel, and all the 


damned names you can think of, to 
come to the aſſiſtance of John Bull, 
whoſe throat was juſt going to be cut 
in his own houſe. 1 


3 time, Mr. Luchar, for this was 
the ringleader in all this miſchief, con- 
tinued to do what he pleaſed. When- 
ever he met any of John's fellows, he 
aſked, What trade are you! ? And if 


they were weavers, he made them fur- 


niſh what cloth he wanted; threatening 
1 „„ to 
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to rip up their guts. In like manner, 
if they were brewers, tanners, cooks, 
ſcullions, or malſters, each in his way 
had ſomething good for Mr. Luchar, 
and the fellow had learned not to be 
afraid, although there were three hun- 
dred of them rogerher, 


nb e ene did:i aac 


long; Mr. Luchar was tired, and went 
away home to his garret, and John, who 
had been more afraid than hurt, came 


down ſtairs, and when he ſaw that the foe 


| was actually gone, called out to ſet fire 


to Peg's houſe, to burn her, and all 
her vermin; for, ſays he, we ſhall 


never pet any peace 'for them. Mean 


time, the game-keeper took heart at 


laſt, went up to the garret, and gave 
„„ Mr. 


— wü DADS 1 a 


„ Tux HISTORY 
Mr. Luchar a ſtunning blow in 5 | 
guts, juſt as he was ſtripping to go to 


bed, and dragged him down to the 


court, where John was in a little prevall- 


ed on to come and ſee the object of his 


terror, with his hands tied behind his 
back. Then, indeed, he began to be 
aſhamed of his own behaviour, and a- 
buſed all his people for letting him be 
ſo much afraid; he ſcolded the very 
ſcullions for letting the bacon be carried c 
off by ſo paultry a fellow as Mr. 


Luchar, In ſhort, he and every body 


elſe threw the blame upon his neigh- 
bour, but all agreed in curſing and fink- 
ing ſiſter Peg, to the Sib pit of 
hell. 


1 was hard to ſay what the poor 
wehen bad done to deſerve all this 
3 
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treatment; but ſome people ſet to work 
with her merely becauſe it was the 


| faſhion, and others found their account 
in it, ſome in one way, ſome in another. 


As for the game - keeper, it was not very 


difficult to ſee his motive; he had never 
beat any body before i in all his life, and 


wanted now to magnify his feats as much 


as he could, and accordingly ſaid, that 


few people knew the amount of what he 
had done; that if he had not fought 
with ſiſter Margaret's people one and all, 
he was no true man; that he totally 
ſubdued them, and knew of nobody to 
compare himſelf to, but the ancient con- 
querors. That if any body ſaid, that 
the whole of Margaret's people was not 

againſt him, he was a ſcoundrel, and a 
raſcal, and not to be truſted. | 

| After 
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After this, who and who were to be 
truſted became the great queſtion in 


John's houſe. There was no pretending 


to any thing without being able to talk 
about truſting; and ſome people would 
ſcarcely let John Bull truſt himſelf. As 


for poor Peg, he was the fineſt fellow | 


that ſpoke the moſt ill of her. Even 


ſome of her own children, who took 


care of nobody but themſelves all the 
time that Mr. Luchar was ſtirring, came 
abroad now to confeſs with regret, that 
their mother was a ſad vixin; that ſhe 


had given Mr. Luchar a dram of cherry- 


brandy, before he ſct out upon that 


damned unnatural diabolical hell-fire 
ſcamper; that for their parts it was true, 


they had the misfortune to be born in 


| her houſe, ſome people faid of her own 


proper 
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proper perſon, but few people know 


who their real parents are : -this, how- 
ever, they knew, that they had left her 
yery young, and never liked her com- 
pany. When one had. made ſuch a 


ſpeech as this, another endeavoured ill 


to improve upon it, and if one gave 
his mother two, three, or more abuſive 


_ epithets, the next did. not fail to give 
five or ſix. At laſt one great dolt of a 


fellow, called Bumbo, made a ſhift to 
get a round dozen of them on his fin- 
gers ends, with which he never failed to 
entertain John Bull as often as he met 


him. 


The ſequel of all this ſpite to their 
mother, was a great deal of kindneſs to 


John Bull. Leave matters to us, ſaid 


they, we ſhall take care that ſo worthy a 


* 


man 
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man ſhall not be impoſed upon; you | 
ſhould always have ſome of us about 
your own perſon, and give us ſome de- 
cent employment, that no body may 
ſuſpect the deſign of our being here; 
we ſhall take care to place people in 


that unnatural ſiſter's houſe, ſo that not 


a whiſper ſhall be uttered among her 
goſſips, but you ſhall hear of it; and 


theſe ſpeeches they commonly concluded, : 


with a beware of counterfeits. John upon 
all this looked like a perfect oaff: he 
thought Mr. Luchar's knife was at his 
throat every moment; and theſe favour- 
able diſpoſitions they took care to im- 
prove. One time he was tald that a 
couſin of Mr. Luchar's had come in 
ſecretly at Peg's garret window; at 
another time, that Mr. Luchar himſelf 

oy” | as 
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had bought a pair of new ſhoes; at ano-— 


ther time, that his ſiſter Margaret had 
laughed at him, when ſhe heard that he 
went up to the leads; and all this, be- 
ſides being aſked regularly every morn- 


ing, what would become.of him, if he 


had not ſome truſty friends to ſtand be- 


tween him and that unnatural ſiſter. In 


fort, John was put from his ſleep and 
his appetite ; he ſtared and ſtammered 
in his ſpeech; you could not hear a word 
of common ſenſe from him; and to 


have ſpoken a word of common ſenſe, 


would have diſgraced you with him for 
ever. fa - 


Hiſtory ſays, however, that John did ; 


not continue very long in this humour z 
and, indeed, it muſt be owned, that it 
_ Was 
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was for once a good thing to be of 4 
changeable temper : it would have been 
the devil indeed, to have continued for 
ever in the hands of ſpies and informers, 
perpetually talking of the miſeries of 
human life; and the truth 1 IS, that there 
was nothing in the world more repug- 


nant to his ordinary temper; fo that 


though he could not all at once return 
to a perfect cordiality with his ſiſter, yet 
he liſtened to people who adviſed him to 
take gentle methods with her. He ac- 
| cordingly, let even Mr. Luchar himſelf = 
off, with little more than an obligation 
to put on his breeches every morning 
before he came down ſtairs among the 
ladies, and ſent a civil meſſage to his 
ſiſter, to aſk her how ſhe did, and ta . 
propoſe taking a leaſe of her garret, and : 
| ſad 
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ſaid that he would pay her any rent ſhe 


a to put upon it. Many odd pro- 


Jets, indeed, were put in his head at 


this time; ſuch as to turn that garret 


into a ſtable and coach-houſe; to make 
ſiſter Peg lodge her coals in it, brew 
her ale, and waſh her linen; in ſhort, 
to make Mr. Luchar himſelf, beſides 
putting on his breeches, carry up earth, 


and plant cabbages and turnips upon 
the leads. It is true, that nothing of 
all this has been done, but it is nor 
John's fault, he was at ſome expencę 
about it, and meant all fer the beſt. 


CHAP. 
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How John's affairs had like to have gone 
| to the Devil, 


T7 E know how difficult a thing 
it is to write hiſtory. - When- 
ever the reader meets with any thing 
©. that exceeds his own pitch, he preſently 
„ attacks the credit of the hiſtorian ; and 
| we ſhall now be aſked how came John 

Bull, who was ſuch a coward in his own 

houſe, to be ſo very raſh, as we have 
ſaid, in that ſcuffle with Lewis Baboon. 

The fact is, that John never was flow 
at getting into a quarrel; he was choleric 
beyond meaſure ; and as for miſchief 
a out 


He had a parcel of watermen who feared 


neither man nor devil, and when he was 


in his barge, either on the caſt or the 
weſt lake, it was but a word and a blow 
with him ; he never was afraid to meet 


with Lewis Baboon there, nor any where 
elſe, except at home. When you pro- 
poſed to John, to go over to Lewis's 


own houſe, and break his bones for him, 


he thought nothing more eaſy ; but alas, 


if Lewis talked of coming to him, mat- 
ters went no better than we have faid, 


Foo will eaſily believe, that after that 
ſcuffle i in the barge, Lewis Baboon muſt 
be in a very great paſſion. According- 
ly, he curſed and ſwore like twenty dra- 
| goons, that he would ſpeedily ſee John 
in his own houſe, and ſhow him in the 

| = . _ knee 
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out of doors, there was nobod y readier, 
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face of Mrs. Bull herſelf, what ſort of a 
man he had affronted: this was ſooner 
faid than done. But in the mean time, 
nobody could tell what was become of 
John, and all his watermen ; whilſt Lewis 
Baboon went vapouring about every 
where, and did what he pleaſed. He 
drove john 8 cattle out of Cracket- Iſland, 


and took poſſeſſion of it; although Jokn 
| uſed to think that nobody could ever diſ- 


pute ilands with him, fo ready was he 
with bis barge to relieve them; but the f 
truth upon this occaſion was, that John 
had got into one of theſe pannics we 
have mentioned, had applied to Nicholas | 
Frog to no purpoſe, and actually brought 
over Rouſterdivel, to protect him. But 5 
the whole neighbourhood laughed at 
him, when they ſaw that Lewis Baboon 
Sa OJ | had 
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| had no more to do than to talk of going 


over to John, in order to do what he 
pleaſed every where elſe ; and John got 


into one of the greateſt paſſions that 
ever he was in in his life. All the hiſto- 
rians of that time, ring with the amaz- 
ing noiſe which he made about that ſame 
Cracket-Ifland, He ſwaggered and 


ſtared, and roared and ſwore, that John 
Bull of Bull- hall was abuſed and cheat 


ed by his clerks, his watermen, his over- 
ſeers, and every ſoul about him. When 
he ſaw Rouſterdivel, he called to his 
people to turn out that fellow; aſked, 
what the devil had brought him to his 

houſe 3 would not give him a bit of 
victuals, and threatened to go to law 


with him about a handkerchief : and in 


ſhort, obliged: the poor fellow to g 


E. 4 aways : 


2 Oy wg 2 
o my” rn 


— — ] — 


52 TAI HISTORY 


what ſort of a man this ſame Mr. Bull 


brought her down yawning to the par- 


ſmall mortification, chaced away two or 
three of her favourite ſervants, who uſed 


grown of late a great perſon in all Mrs. 
Bull's junketings and private parties; ; and 
indeed, for ſome time, pretended. to 


proper. To do this nurſe juſtice, there 
were few people had a better hand at a 


away, very much puzzled to make out 
muſt be. 


Upon 1 occaſion, John made ſuch 
a noiſe, that he wakened Mrs. Bull, and 


Jour, and rubbing her eyes, after one of 
thoſe drouſy fits, to which ſhe had been 
lately ſubject. He had already, to her no 


to put her to bed every night, and 
among the reſt his own nurſe, who was 


manage John himſelf as ſhe thought 


ſack- 
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| ſack- poſſet; ; and though ſhe had no a- 
verſion to a glaſs of liquor i in a fair way, 
yet ſhe never taſted what came through 
her hands in the way of making cawdle, 
whey, or panada for the children : we 
never heard any thing amiſs of her, 
ſave that ſhe would take the childrens 
halſpence from them to keep, and there- 
with make up little ſums, which ſhe lent 
to the ſervant-maids at intereſt, when 
they wanted to buy ribbons, or other 
trinkets. But the love of money may 
be forgiven in old age, as alſo that j 
meddling diſpoſition which ſervants 
uſually acquire when they have been 
long about a houſe. The truth is, that 
nothing could be more ridiculous than 
| to hear this old woman put in her word 
"ou all occaſions. | T here,was nothing 
„„ — 
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in which ſhe did not think herſelf a per- 
fect oracle; ſhe talked to John not only 
about his markets and his bargains, and 


all his dealings with his neighbours, 


about the choice of ſchools and maſters 
for his children ; ; game-keepers, huntſ- 
men, whippers-in ; ; but, i in ſhort, about 
his drunken quarrels, boxing matches, 


 eudgel play, and quarter ſtaff, She 


would govern every. part of his houſe | 


for him, and no ſervant durſt go with a 


meſſage from his maſter, without firſt 
aſking ber, if ſhe had any commands? ? 


— 


Hubble · bubble, and this nüt had 
gone hand in hand for many a day ; but F 


alas! the loſs of Cracket-Ifland fell 
heavy upon them both at laſt. Baud, 


whore and rogue, were they beſt names 


they could get from John upon that oc- 


caſion, 
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caſion, and Hubble-bubble got out of 


his way as faſt as he could ſcour ; but 
the nurſe broke a cawdle-cup which ſhe 
had in her hand, and bid him go find 


: another to make flops for himſelf and 


1 children. 


John was greatly 5 into this fine 


humour by one Jowler, for whom he 
had a great regard at this time, Moſt 
hiſtorians ; agree, that the name of Jow- 
ler was only a nick-name, which this fel- 


low had got from the boys at ſchool, on 


account of ſome odd conceit of a re- 
ſemblance between him and a hound of 
: that name in John's pack. They ſay, 


moreover, that moſt of the boys had the 


name of ſome dog or other given them, 
and that they uſed to make one of them- 
| | ſelves the hare, and fo hunt him with 
4 190 
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a mighty ** in imitation mak John's 8 
pack. As to the dog Jowler, his re- 
ſemblance to the perſon we are now 
ſpeaking of, has procured him a place 
in the records of hiſtory; There we are 

told, that this dog had a very loud 
tongue, and that if he could not lead the 
whole pack, he never failed, at leaſt, to 
carry off five or ſix couple, ſometimes 
on a right, ſometimes on a wrong ſcent ; 5 
that he thereby ſo often ſpoilt the ſport, 
that the huntſman was downright crazy 
with rage, and often threatened to turn 
Jowler out of the kennel, and ſome- 
times actually tied him up at home; but 
then he made ſuch a noiſe, that Mrs. 
Bull could get no ſleep for him in a 
morning; and the huntſman was as 


5 often obliged to leave Mango's tomb 
| apd 
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d plaiſter 1 in the kennel, whilſt Jow- 


ler was ſuffered to lead the pack. Then 
John had excellent ſport, and the huntſ- 


man no great cauſe to complain; for 
Jowler was tractable enough, and a 


crack of the whip would make him 


leave the purſuit of the ſtag, for that > 
of a pole-cat, or a rabbit, and this not 


abſolutely for want of noſe, but for 
fear of being en down among the 
babblers nor 


Although we __ it below the 
dignity of hiſtory, to adopt, or retail 
nick-names, yet we think ourſelves | 


obliged in this caſe, to retain a. name 


which has come down to us on the great 


tide of writers, which waft and carry 
the tranſactions of that age. To re · 
5 n. 
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turn, therefore, from tes digreflion 
Jowler no ſooner obſerved the humour 


which John was in, than he chimed in 


 ditetly ; he told him that his family 
had never been ſo much diſgraced be- 

fore; that the ſcandalous loſs of C racket- 
| Iſland was more owing to his overſeer, 
than to the waterman who was ſent to 


look after it; that it was ignominious 
for John Bull, with a houſe full of fine 
young fellows, to need the protection of 
ſo ſorry a fellow as Rouſterdivel; that 


if he did not look about him, he would 
Joon become the jeſt of all the neigh- 


bourbood, and loſe all the ground Whi. h 
he had upon the common, or any where 
elſe, To approve of a man's advice in 
one thing, and truſt him with every 
thing, were inſeparable with John ; ac- 
Fordingly, he Pi all his affairs directly 

into 


* — "sS we 


of. MA R G AR ET. £9 
into Jowler's hands, and- for the firſt / "5 
fortnight neither Sir Thomas, nor any 
body elle, worn controul him in aha 
thing. 1 


CHAP. . 


1 John „ With bis ind : ö 


about the method f retrieving. bis 


a affairs. 


OHN was a great perſon for col- 
lecting his friends together to haye 
their advice, but for the moſt part he 


did juſt what he pleaſed for all that x 1 
| : and he had always ſome point or other 1 in 


his head, in which it was in vain to con- 
tradict him. This was the caſe now a- 


bout the malverſations of his ſervants, 


and 
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and though there were many people dif. 


poſed to ſoften him, not a mortal durſt 


pur in a word. In the height of his paſ- 
fon, he abuſed every thing that had 
been done, right or wrong, for many 
years before. They had neglected his 
new farm upon the common, and ſent 
his horſes, his ploughs and carts, to la- 
bour Sir Thomas's land in the eaſt coun- 


try; they had run him in debt over 


head and ears, pawned his plate, and 
mortgaged his eſlate; they had made 
his wife, who uſed to be a notable wo- 
man, a mere ſot, with ale, brandy, and 
Nops. The nurſe had even ſpoilt his 


own ſtomach with naſty mawkiſh warm 

drinks, and over-heating his ale. With 

all this in his head, whenever he went 
i to any of the neighbouring towns, he 
inſtantly repaired to. the coffee houſe, 


| and 
: 7 


* 
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and poured all forth to the firſt perſon 


he met. All the world admired the 


vigour of his ſpirit, and the honeſty of 


his intentions, even when he carried mat- 


ters too far; and we all know, that if 
the father of ſuch a family does not 
make a noiſe ſometimes, affairs will be 
managed but ſo ſo. ä 


About this time of which we are now 
ſpeaking, John had a circle about him 
wherever he went, and talked of his affairs 


from morning to night. He teſtified a 


particular averſion to the employing of 
Rouſterdivel any more, ſwore that he 


himſelf never would croſs the lake upen 
any body's errands, and that if any. 


body came over to meddle with him, 
he would ſhow them that he could de- 


tend himſelf. In all which, Jowler en- 
couraged | 


oY 
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couraged him ſtrongly, and repeated 
every word John could ſay, in a much 


higher tone than himſelf; and next to the 


point of getting fixed in the manage- 


ment of the buſineſs, ſeemed to have 


nothing more at heart, than to break off 
all idle connections, to keep John at 
home, and put a gun in his own hands, 
to avoid the diſgrace of running to other 


people for protection on every trifling 
alarm, Whatever might be done after- 
wards, Jowler knew this was no time 


to baulk John in any of his fancies, and 


accordingly, he aſſiſted in all his con- 
ſultations, and nobody ſo loud as he. 


One day, when John's tongue was run- 
ning on God knows where, he was aſked 
by ſome of his friends what he intended 


to do. Do you intend, ſaid they, to aſæ 


Lewis Baboon's pardon for ſtriking him 


* 
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in the manner you did, or do you per- 


Git in the deſign of giving him gentle- 
many ſatisfaction ?. I tell you what, ſays 


John, if Lewis Baboon had a thouſand 


Cracket-Iſlands of mine, and that he 
would give me them all for aſking his 
pardon, I would not do it. He is a 


vile, over reaching, undermining, tre- 
cherous rogue, and there never will be 
any peace in the neighbourhood, as long 
as that fair-tongued raſcal is our of his 
grave. Let him come out in his barge 
again, and I ſhall meer him; but 1 
know the raſcal, he has perpetually 


ſome bad deſign in his head, and when 


he is found out, he WWII bow and ſcrape, 


and make compliments bur he does 
not lay it afide for all that, he only 


waits for a time to put it in execution, 
not in a fair gentlemany way, but be- 


hind 


% 
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hind your back, or when you are aſleep, 
or indiſpoled : but I will dreſs his jacket 
for him, if 1 find him Put his noſe 
upon the lake again. 


But only ſuppoſe then, ſaid his. that 
he ſhould flip over in the night, as he 


has often threatened, with a parcel of his 
game-keepers, and take poſſeſſion of 
your parlour and bed-chamber, which 
are worth more than Cracket-Iſland to 
him, do you think, he will give you 
time to ſend for Rouſterdivel, as * | 
uſed to do ? 2 A ; 


All the os of Sodom A Gomorrah 
ſeize me, ſays John, if ever I ſend for 


Rouſterdivel with his great tobacco 


pipe, his ſour crout, and his damned 


lingo, chat AY can underſtand. . 
"5 Odds 
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Odds- blood, an't I as good a man as 


Rouſterdi vel or Lewis Baboon? Though 
I have not ſo many game-keepers, yet 
I have as good clean-made fellows about 
my farm as he; and if my own children 
will let me be inſulted, it is time that 
John Bull was gone the way of all 


fleſh. 


But what can your children do for 


you, ſaid they, when your wife, and 


your nurſe, and your ſteward, will 
not let one of them touch a gun or 
-a cutlaſs, and think there is no ſafety 
but in the dark cellar, or the coal- 
hole, when there is any diſturbance 
in the yard? Bf 23 | 


Well, ſays 1 I ſhall tell os 
another tale; my boys ſhall learn to de- 
| 1 = fend 


r HISvORT 
fend me as they uſed to do. I have ſeen 1 


the time when the ſtouteſt of them all 1 
durſt not meddle with me, and that 


time ſhall return again, if I can get arms | 
enough to furniſh my ball, as I m—_ W {| 

had it, till now. „ in 

- | | 

3Z | 3 b 
( „„ CHAP. VL 1 
| | Het the Nurſe dreamt that John Bull bad ; 
| rn all the Weavers. 1 
| | ( 
| FE may believe that after ſo buſy I | 
| a a day, as we have been deſcrib- : 
' ing, the Nurſe was not likely to get a , 
* very good night s reſt ; ſtarting, tumb- f 
* lng and toſſing ſhe had in abundance, 
þ but very little ſound ſleep. She could F 
' © not ſhut an eye, but prefently ſhe dreamt 4 
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of ſome miſchief or other. One time 
ſhe thought the pan boiled over in the 
fire; at another time, that the cat's paw 

was in the cuſtard; and finally, about 
three o'clock in the morning, ſhe dreamt 
that John Bull had baniſhed all the wea- 
vers from his houſe; ſhe ſaw the beams, 
the. tradles, the ſhuttles, the pirns, all 
tumbled in a heap into a great black 
boat; ſhe ſaw all the weavers poſting to 
embark. When ſhe would have ſeized a 
piece of broad-cloth, behold, it was a 
great iron cannon ! When ſhe put out her 
hand to fave a pirn, lo, it perked up 
in her face in the make of a piſtol! 
| Terror and amazement awaked her; ſhe 
forgot her reſolution never to talk any 
more to John Bull about his affairs, and 
. tieefelf. now called upon by | 
| F 5 heaven, 


6 
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heaven, to a in behalf of him 


and his en. 


* 


3 ſhe loſt no time in 1 the ; 
morning, but went ſtraight to the par- 
lour, where ſhe found John as buſy as 


ever, talking about the orders he was ; 


to give in his houſe : and having told 


: him her dream, earneſtly beſeeched him 


to tell her, whether he had any ſuch in- 
tention, with relation to the weavers; 


for ſhe thought that a perſon, who had 


ceaſed to be Is, by. bars would ſtick 


at nothing. 


e The woman is crazy, "ood John, 


I am only thinking, how I may belt 


ſecure the peace an welfare of my 


family, and how to keep off rogues ; 


and _ aſk me, if 1 am to baniſn my 
e weavers? 5 


* 
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weavers # 4 PI defend my weavers to the 


laſt drop of my blood; they ſhall fare 


no worſe than do; late or early, if they ; 


are moleſted, I ſhall be with them, and 
I know that they will ſtand 8 me 
againſt all the world. 1 


5 What 1 protection can you 
deſire for yourſelf or them, ſays the 
nurſe, than your own game-keeper, or 


| Rouſterdivel? It would do one good to 
fee, how that fine tall fellow will ſtop. 


and turn, and do what he is bid.” 


66 A plague take the woman, ſays 


John, with her Rouſterdivel ; do you 
think that I am a coward, a ſcoundrel, 


a beaſt, a blockhead, a milk-ſop, that 


I muſt always run for protection to 
other people? I tell you again, that lam 


Fg | able 


mens ure ee 
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able to detend myſelf, and-that I have 
people o about my houſe to ſtand 


by me.“ 


And how do you 8 that they 
ſhould ſtand by you? ſays the nurſe : 


When Lewis ſends over his game- 


keepers, with their guns and their ſabres, 
who will ſtand by you then?“ 


« Odſo, ſays John, i cannot my | 


people have guns and * as well as 


they! hs 


Alas] then, ſays the nurſe, my 


dream is read, You will not have 4 


weaver in your houſe in three days, if 


vou go on at that rate; who do you 


think will ſit quietly on a loom, with 
guns and piſtols pointing at them in 


every , and that boy George put- 


. . ing 


* 
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A ing crackers ; in the candles, and; firing 


his piſtols at ſparrows, and ſhooting the 


neighbours cats when they come about 
the hedges ?. See who can ſettle to work 
for you, if they are in perpetual danger 
of having their eyes blown out with 


ſquibs, ſerpents and rackets? Do you 


think a tradeſman can do any gr? if he 
is ſcared at that rate? 


Scared!“ ſays John, & you don't 
think that a weaver will be ſcared when 


he turns game-keeper, and I have none 


better on my grounds, If any of my 
people are afraid of a gun, ſo much the 
more ſhame to them and to me; it is 
the very thing I want to correct, by 


uſing them a little to what may be 


1 for their own defence and 


mine.“ e 
3 « Worſe 
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- << Worſe and worſe, ſays the nurſe, 


if you uſe them to guns, you'll never 
get them to work a jot; and baniſhing 


the trade is worſe than baniſhing the 


—_ 


men. 


8 64 A tenfold madneſs has ed your | 
pericranium,” ſays John; __ do you 
think that nobody can make broad 
cloth but cowards; or that a fellow 
won't work, becauſe he knows he can 


defend the fruits of his labour? You 
have no objection to the taking as many 
of my tradeſmen as you can get, to 


make game · keepers of them; and be- 
cauſe they work none, you imagine that 


every fellow who takes a firelock in his 
hand to defend. himſelf and me, is to 


be idle too. Don't the game-keepers 


themſelyes work when they are allowed, 
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and are paid for it? have not 1 known 


them give money to their overſeers, for 
leave to work at their own trades ? and 
many a good penny has been got in that 


way. As my people are uſeful to me, and 


to themſelves, I intend that they ſhall 
| work in ſafety, and that nobody ſhall in- 
ſult an honeſt tradeſman of mine, whilſt 
they and J have breath i in our bodies. Do 
what you will, you ſhall never ger me 
diſgraced as you have done, with your 
idle jaw and nonſenſical traſh. 


« Bleſs me, ſays the nurſe, : what 


a wild project you have got in your 


head! You'll tell me you want to defend 


your, houſe and your eſtate ; but to what +] 


purpoſe keep your eſtate, if you cannot 
find time, ſo much as to eat a bit of 


warm victuals; hurried late and early, 
| banged, 
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banged, ſouſed and drenched in all wea- 
thers, and this for fear that Lewis Baboon - 
ſhould turn you out of your poſſeſſions; 
and what matter who has your poſſeſſions, 
if you cannot fit down to enjoy them? 
* N vitam vi vendi e cauſas. 


Hey -day, fays John, your hut. 
ble ſervant, Latin] I remember you of 
old. But goody, ſays he, I knew 
you lived among the boys; but don't 
| think to palm upon me as a commenda- 
tion of eating and drinking and cow- 
ardice, what the old boy for whom I 
have ſo often been whipped, damn him, | 
has ſaid againſt a fellow who would for- 
feit his honour to preſerve his life. 15 


« Well then,“ ſays the moths: tre 


how you can keep your bargain with 
Sir 


—— — — FFC reed aig ices 
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Sir Thomas. What will he ſay, when 

he ſees your houſe ſwarming with piſtols 

and carabines, and cutlaſſes ? you know 
that he does not chuſe to-truſt any body 
in this houſe with gun- Power, nn 

the n En * 


"34 Blood-and-wounds, ſays John, 
you are more mindful of Sir Thomas 
than you are of me. I have heard no- 
thing from you theſe twenty years, but 
Sir Thomas does not like this, and Sir 
Thomas does not like that. I was ad- 
viſed to take Sir Thomas into the 

management of my affairs, becauſe 
; Squire Geoffrey endt avoured to get a 
game - keeper of his own, and do 
what he pleaſed about my houſe. And 
now you tell me, that Sir Thomas and 
5 — nn 
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the game-keeper are the only people te to 
be truſted. Thoſe gentlemen, it ſeems, 
will truſt nobody elſe, and who the devil 
will truſt them? I never knew any of 
| thoſe ſuſpicious people, that was much 
to be truſted himſelf. III doers are ill 
dreaders, as my ſiſter Peg ſays. Odſo, 
if Sir Thomas does not think himſelf 
ſafe in my parlour with me and my chil- 
dren, he muſt know of ſomething worſe 
than I thought of. Who was it that 
brought him about the houſe ? Have 


not I done all that lay in my power for 
him? And now you and he won't let 


me defend myſelf, becauſe he won t 
truſt me. I love Sir Thomas; 1 mean, | 
that he ſhall have the diſpoſal of all the 
arms about my houſe, and he ſhall find 
that I am his friend, when Hubble-bubble 


and you are in — graves, and all the 
| nonſenſe 
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nonſenſe. you are perpetually putting ia 
his head and mine, is not worth a 
_ curſe, 


W bat happened — — this converſation 
_ with the Nurſe. . 


11 0 was liſtening to all this dil. 

courſe, but the very boy George 
himſelf, whom the nurſe was ſo much 
afraid of? This youngſter, inſtead of 
— loitering about the kitchen, or the nur- - 


ſery, Battering the cook-maid, or the 
nurſe, for flops and tit-bits between 
meals, was perpetually rambling about 
in queſt of ſome diverſion without doors. 
He had n. a n and a gun, and 

2 powder 
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powder and ſhot, all which he hid in 
the hay-ſtack, or in crannies of the 


barn wall. You would think that he 
minded nothing but climbing walls, and 


ſcrambling over hedges but no ſooner 
did he ſee two or more people, ſerious 


about any thing, than he forgot all his 
play, came to liſten, as he did to this 
converſation between John and his nurſe, 
and gave ſuch attention, that there were 
few articles relating to the family, of 
which he had not an excellent notion; 


and could ſee the folly and ridicule of _ 


people, w who thought themſelves over 
wile, as well as another : he was a per- 


fect plague to the nurſe, who hated a 
joke, and was often put downright mad 


with his dry wipes | and arch ſayings. 


He no ſ2oner heard John talls 4 in the pe- 


retriptory | 


4 
- 
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remptòry manner above related, than he 
ran away to Mrs. Bull as faſt as his legs 
could carry him, and told her all that 
her huſband had faid, and a oreat deal 
more of his own, without mincing the 
matter in the leaſt, by which he con- 
vinced her that John was not then in an 
humour to be croſſed, and that whether 

| ſhe liked the project or no, it was beſt 
to put a good face upon the matter. 


* 


Every body knows that John had de- 
volved great part of his buſineſs upon 
Mrs. Bull; no tradeſman's bill could be 
paid without her authority, nor any re- 
ceipts granted to any of John's tenants. 
In ſhort, neither John himſelf, nor Sir 
Thomas, durſt go to a fair or a market, 
till they knew whether ſhe would ſtand 
to their bargains, © This had often been 

EET very 


rr 
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very. troubleſome to Sir Thomas, and 


till he found out the way of managing 


ber by means of Hubble- bubble, and the 


like perſons, he was obliged to proceed 
with great caution, and for the moſt 
part to ſtay at home, when he would 


fain have been a gadding. | 


ohn had been ſo oft married, that i 


may be ſaid with ſafety, that no man in | 
the world ever had more experience in 
matrimony. He had taſted at times 
both the ſweet and the bitter; but it 
was a maxim of his, that any wife was 
better than none; and accordingly, no 
' ſooner one wife died, than he inſtantly 


married another ; he never liked a wo- 


man the worſe for having a ſpice of the | 
vixen ; it pleaſed him to hear the clack 
of a woman's r ; and the truth is, 


that 
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that in a family like his, it was no good 
ſign when the miſtreſs was not heard of 
both: late and early. His preſent wife 
had got herſelf a tolerable name in the 
neighbourhood, as a quiet, diſcreet, 
good ſort of a woman; and John, ac- 
cordingly, ſometimes almoſt forgot that 

a ſhe was in the family. She never let him 
have any of thoſe diſputes with Sir 
Thomas about ſettling the accounts, 
with which John had uſed to be de- 
lighted; but commonly paſſed them i in 
the lump, ſaying, that every article was 
juſt what ſhe would have thought of her- 
ſelf, for the good of the family. With. 
all this good underſtanding with Sir 
Thomas, it was ſuſpected that ſhe had 
not all the reſpect for her huſband, that 
ſhe ſhould have had; and the more, that 
wu ſhe 
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ſhe never ſcrupled to talk over -all the 
arts which ſhe had practiſed in the court 
ſhip, and to tell, how many a pot and 
penny it had coft her, to get a good word 
with his ſervants, thereby to ſecure John 
to herſelf, when he might have had his 
choice of all the country ; and then ſhe 
would talk of her pin-money, and little 


perquiſites, out of which, ſhe was per⸗ 


petually endeavauring to make up ſome 
little lock for herſelf. The nurſe and 
Hubble-bubble humoured her in all this 
way of talking, and faid, to be ſure, 
nobody would marry ſuch an old fetlow 
as John Rull, except with a view to get 
| ſomething by him. By this, and ſuen 
ke diſcourſe, they had got a great deal 
to ſay with her, and could have eaſily 


8 perſuaded her at this time to put off the 
- | "_ | 
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project of giving out the guns, if they 
durſt have ventuted to croſs John in a 
thing he was ſo much bent upon. The 
boy George aſſured Mrs. Bull, that 


John muſt have at leaſt fikty « or ſixty at 
a time, and all that the nurſe could ven- 


ture upon, was to make her abate one 


half; with which ſolacing herſelf in the 


mean time, ſhe let an order be fgned 


for the reſt. 


1 is ; hard _ ws made Hubble- 


bubble and the. nurſe ſo averſe to this 


chene, As for Hubble - bubble it is pro- 
bable, as moſt hiſtorians agree, that he 
did not know very well himſelf. But 
the nurſe, who was no fool, moſt people 
thought, muſt have ſome other reaſons 
beſides her dream. However this be, 
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ve ſhall relate facts as they occur in” 


the courſe of our Mito. 
ll A 5. VII. 


can / hi fer Peg. 


Lewis Baboon himſelf; and how John's 


hall was ſtuck round, as it uſed to be; 


with guns, Pikes, bayonets and cut- 
laſſes, mixed, as report was, with ſtags 


| Ns," tox keins, and ſolitaits taken 


from 


7 E N che accounts were brought 
to ſiſter Peg of all thoſe fine 
doings in John's houſe ; how Jowler 

was entruſted with every thing, and ; 
vas driving it away like Jehu ; and how 
John had brought all his arms from the 
cellar, and was determined to fight with 
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from Lewis in his youth; Peg expect- 
dd a meſlage every minute to deſire ſhe 

- would garniſh her hall in the ſame man- 
ner, and get ready the few young men 
ſme had left in her houſe to oppoſe 

Lewis, in caſe he ſhould attempt to 

break in that way. But many a day 
paſſed without any tidings; and what 
was moſt ſurprizing of all was, that with 
all this lady's wonted ſpleen and acri- 
mony when ſhe was vexed, there was 
ſcarcely a diſcontented word heard from 
her on the occaſion. One morning, in- 
deed, at breakfaſt, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe 
| could not blame her brother, but that 
- the could not well underſtand, what 

Mrs. Bull meant by putting ſuch a flight | 
upon her, or how it came to paſs that 
ber own clerks, whom ſhe ſent to the 

8 * office, 
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_ office, and who had nothing elſe to do 
but to mind her affairs, never let her 
hear a word of the matter. | 


This was "Mages all that ſhe ſaid, for 7 
a great while, and that with ſo little ap- 
Pearance of concern, that few hiſtorians | 


have. taken any notice of it. People | 


who thought of former times, expected 
bad humour enough from her on this 
occaſion ; but the fact Was, that this 1 


lady was greatly changed in her manners 


and deportment. From being jealous, 
captious, and ready to quarrel about. a 
ſtraw, ſhe was grown in a very little 


time, a quiet eaſy- tempered, good-con- | 
ditioned body, as could be wiſhed, and 


this made ſome people think that the 
girl might have been always eaſy enough 
to hive with, if prope had not played 


tricks 
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tricks on purpoſe to vex her, which in- 
| deed, was ſo often the caſe, that you 
would have thought herin a perpetual 
paſſion; and ſhe was, by the habit of 


continual fretting, ſo much on the 
catch, that ſhe thought herſelf affronted 


often, when no ſuch thing was meant. 
In thoſe days her ſervants had better loſe 
their ears, than ſlight her in the manner 
they now did, and they commonly ſtood 
as much in awe of her, as the ſervants 


% FFF Z 


in John's, or any other houſe could do 
of their maſter and miſtreſs. | But i it was 
a changed world now. Her elder boys 
and upper ſervants paſſed moſt of their 
time out of the houſe, and ſent any or- 
ders they pleaſed, about the kitchen, 
the cellar, or the farm; and thoſe who 


| Rayed at home, and did the work | of 
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the family, forgot the rr. to can. 
ene 12 e . e 


"Whilſt John 8 12 TEES rung 
with the marrow-bones and cleavers, or 


5 cat call and groans, either in honour or 
contem pt of the rener accord- 


«Pars: 


Mrs. Bull's own woman durſt not ur 
| herſelf any ſaucy airs ; in Peg s houſe 
all was huſh, the good and the bad 
were uſed almoſt alike; and as to the 
buſineſs of the office, it was out of Geht 
out of mind with Peg, "the ſent her 
clerks to wait upon Mrs. Bull, and al- 
though ſhe was at no pains to ſend 
people that would not require looking 
after, yet ſne never inquired any more 
about the matter. Accordingly, they not 
only neglected her concerns, but often 
on > | gat 
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got bits of the beſt, for abuſing her to 


the nurſe and the game -keeper, and 
others of Mrs. Bull's goſſips; and few 


or none of them thought of any thing, 


but how to get a ſhare to themſelves of 


what was going about Mr. Bull's houſe. 


She had even the mortification to ſee 


| ſome of the worſt of them come home; 
from John's counting-room, with diree- 


tions to keep the keys of her cellar and 


pantry, and deal out the victuals to her 
children; in doing which, they had a 
wonderful jargon, which nobody could 


underſtand, but which had a ſtrange effect 


in benumning and ſtupifying all their 


hearers. They talked perpetually of the 


people above, the great folks, or the 
People in power; and now and then 


would * reg . That if the 


kept 
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kept her temper, the people above might 
poſſibly make her a preſent of a hood, 
or a tippet, or a new petticoat, at a 
proper time; and though ſhe did not 
| know, who: the devil theſe people above 
were, ſhe was perpetually gulled with 
this fort of talk. Thoſe who pretend 
ta. underſtand theſe matters, ſay, that 
the people above were ſuch as had the 
naming of John Bull's ſervants, and 
that they contrived new. offices, and a 
variety of perquiſites and vails, on pur- 
| poſe to allure people, who were willing 
to ſell their fouls to hell, and cheat their 
own father and mother, 
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CHAP. IX. 


How Laws 8 Was Jelaboured aud 
_ drubbed , and how Jowler behaved. 


THAT we have already ſet 
VV forth, was the real ſtate of ſiſter | 
Margaret's affairs, when her | brother 


took that ſturdy reſolution for himſelf, 


but left her out. His, indeed, was the $ 


beſt part of the family, and it was well 
that matters were carried ſo far. John 
was likely ſome time or other to go all 
lengths for his ſiſter, as well as for him- 
ſelf; and it was the faſhion at this time 
to ſay, that the great Jowler would never 
ſtop, till every good work was accom- 


. ” pliſnhed; 


e 
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pliſhed; but hiſtorians do not mention 
any great things that he did in the mat - 
ter. It appears, indeed, that this fel- 
low did ſet himſelf in earneſt to touzle 
Lewis Baboon, and ſo beſet the lake and 
the common, that Lewis could no where 
appear, without getting a knock on the 
pate with an oar, or a punch in the guts 
with a hand-hoe, and ſometimes had 
- muſket-bullets whiſtling about his ears 
ſo thick, that he ran as if all the devils 


in hell were let looſe at his heels. 


In ſhort, Jowler went on helter-ſkel- 
ter; and as long as John and his wife 
Were in the humour of paying his bills, 
he hired all the poachers, game · kee pers, 
and whippers. in in the country, and did 
not care a farthing for a fellow, unleſs 


de could fend bim off the epuntn. 
to 


— — 2 27 
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to do ſome miſchief or other. For this 
reaſon he made John get as many game- 
keepers as poſſible, but never a word of 
arming his own children. He made up 
matters again with Rouſterdevil, gave 
him all he aſked, and encouraged him 
to play the devil in the houſe of Squire 
South, John's old friend. He ſent more 
people to look after Sir Thomas's farm, 


than ever were there before in this world. 


He brought John in bills of expence 
laid out in the Eaſt country, ſo extra- 
vagant, and conſiſting of ſo many arti- 
cles, that you would have thought al! 
the tay lors and apothecaries in the coun- 
try, had been concerned in making 
them up. But Jowler minded nothing 
of all this; as long as John was in the 
humour, he weat on, and bullied and. 


roared, 


— . 
. 
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roared, and ſpent his money, as if the 
maſter's ſalvation depended on the noiſe 
which his man Jowler ſhould make in 
the neighbourhood; and there was no- 
thing to flop him, for peoples tongues 
_ were tied up, ſome by one thing, ſome 
by another ; and well did he know how 
to hold one tongue, that uſed to be the 
loudeſt of all on the like .. | 


There was, howeyer, ſeldom a day but : 
| John had the news of ſome miſchance 
befalling his foe Lewis, and then he had 

the marrow- bones and cleavers at his 
door, and his houſe rung with dancing 
of hornpipes, 3 Jigs, and country bumkins. | 
It was in vain to tell him that thefe . 
things would not avail his family a fix- h 
| pence after all was over, and that he had 
forgot the fine reſolutions he had taken, 
R 5 about 
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5 about the defence of his own: houſe at 


home, the clearing up of his old arms, 
and ſending his children to che . : 
a | 2 


Jester kept PE OY drunk, 


in order to get his money to ſpend; 
- there was ſeldom a night, but he made 


him drink twelve bumpers, and dance 
three hornpipes; ; ſo that John frequently 
expoſed himſelf to the neighbourhood, 
and in his cups talked no leſs than of 

taking the half of Lewis Baboon tae 
to himſelf. 


In all this POOP: the nine - ub 
Hubble-bubble. were laughing in their 
lleeves ; they ſaw their own game played - 
do better purpoſe, than ever they durſt 


venture to play it. Sir Thomas amd | 
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they got the fingering of more money 5 
than ever they had ſeen before in their 


lives, and they might lay it out where 


they pleaſed, ſo they let Jowler have 
the honour of the treat : whilſt in the 
mean time they ſaw no neceſſity of tak- 
ing the arms out of the cellar, and 
they hoped, that John would ſoon for- 


get all that he ever ſaid upon the ſubject. 
And ſo, perhaps, he would, till Lewis 
Baboon choſe to put him in mind of 


it again, if it had not been for the 
boy George, and one or two more. 
But George never reſted till he got his 
gun again, which the game keeper had 

taken from him ſome time before; and 7 
there was no hindering of him, from 
getting ſome choice fellows together 


on e to ſhoot, « as he had an 
order 


or MARGA RET. a. 


: nd for it under Mrs. Bull's 8 own 
hand. Ho | 


The nurſe then thought that ſhe would 
give them their bellyful ; ſhe ſaid, that 
Lewis Baboon was coming, and adviſed 
Sir Thomas to call them out of their 
beds, at all hours of the night, to ſend 
them over hedge 5 ditch, from poſt to 
pillar, and never give them any reſt, in 
hopes that they would tire of their pro - 
ject; ſhe thought that when they found 
there was no money to be got by the 
bargain, they would beg to be off. And 
here hiſtorians obſerve, that this good 
vVoman had forgotten, how much young 
people like fun better than money. But 
ſtill ſhe made ſomething of a bad bar- 
gain; ſhe adviſed Sir Thomas never to 
| m theſe People come home, becauſe 
= - - __ 
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Lewis Baboon was coming, and to ſend 
away all the game-keepers to his o.¹õm 
farm, becauſe Lewis Baboon was not 


coming. In ſhort, we can find no clear 
account of Lewis Baboon's real inten- 


tion, in any hiſtorian of that age, much 


leſs collect any opinion about it from 


the conduct of _ Bull's adviſers at 
this time. 


CHAP. . 


Horb "om Peg Are tb lock about 7 ; 


and how Joe wrote a letter to ber bro- 
lber —_—__ -| 


rn oaks nd 
John had taken in his head at 
different times: he once thought of 


turning lawyer, as every body knows; 


but 
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but he now deſpiſed that and every 
other profeſſion, and would be nothing 
leſs than a duke or a lord. He thought 
that he only wanted a ſuitable eſtate to 
maintain his dignity, ' and encouraged 
every ſcheme that was laid- before him 
for acquiring it. He had accordingly, 
twenty propoſals brought him every 
day in writing by Jowler, all entitled, 
« Speedy and caſy methods of acquiring 
a great land eſtate, humbly addreſſed 
to John Bull, Eſq; Iſlands were to 
be ſeized here and there by main force; 
the whole common was to be incloſed, 


without enquiring who had a right there; 


Plantations were to be cut down and 

ſent to market; ; farms were to be let 
to tenants that John could confide in, 
and every door was to be chalked 
1 . 


4 
; 


inde) . 4 — — 
„ „ „ ” — 


200 Taz HISTORY. 


with. John Bull's name in "+ i 


letters. 


Why ſhould not I, ſays he, have a 


great eſtate as well as another? Every 
body knows, that Lewis did not come 


honeſtly by all he has, yet the rogue is 


never the worſe eſteemed in the * 
bourhood. 3 


| Whilſt John's head was buſied with 
theſe hopeful projects, the news came 


that Lewis Baboon was coming i 


earneſt, John looked like a perſon 15 
awake from his firſt ſleep, and made 
ſome motions towards the back- door, 
before he recollected that he had ſome 
guns ready i in the hall, and that he and 


his people 1 muſt be affronted for ever, 
IT if 


Po 
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if they did not pluck up their ſpirits. 

He ſaw a good many of his people ready 
to ſtand by him, and the blood returned 
to his face; the game-keepers were all 
brought into the yard; and the nurſe 
herſelf was then glad to ſee as many of 
John's people in arms as poſſible ; the 
watermen were ſent out in the barge to 

meet Lewis Baboon; and John, in 
ſhort, paſſed the night as eaſily as 
could be ond of a man in - bis 
ſituation. 


It is an old "EY Hoary man for 
| himſelf, and God for us all. John in 


his hurry, barricading, his doors, and 
poſting his people, forgot his ſiſter Mar- 
garet altogether. . There was, indeed, 
a game-keeper lodged i in her houſe, but 
this poor fellow could ſcarcely pretend 


MW to 
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to ſecure one door, and Lewis had 
twenty methods of coming into her 
houſe, where there was neither lock | 
nor latch, nor a ſingle piſtol to reſiſt 
any body, that ſhould attempt to force 
his way ; and the worſt on't was, that 
Lewis had ſent a ſculler, with ſome of 
| his game-keepers boys, to take advan- 
tage of this ſituation. What could a 
poor woman do? the maids and the chil- 
_ dren ſcreamed in every corner of che 
houſe, and Jowler ſent a gun to Mr, 
Luchar, as if Peg's garret was the 
only place expoſed, and left her pantry. 
and her cellar, to take care of them- 
ſelves. 8 
Many people in the houſe were of 
opinion, that ſhe ſhould write imme- 
ately 
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f . 


| diately to her brother John, to repreſent. | 
her caſe, and put him in mind, that 


when ſhe truſted her affairs to the 
management of his clerks, it was in 


hopes that her concerns would be equal- 
ly looked after with his own. Jack, 
who by this time had ſown his wild oats, 


and was grown an orderly converſable 


fellow as you would deſire to ſee, was 
clear for writing this letter. From the 
little I have ſeen of this troubleſome. 
neighbourhood,” ſays he, I am con- 
vinced that no family is ſafe from ill 
neighbours, and theeviſh ſervants, with- 
out the maſter and his children can take 
care of themſelves. As arrows are in tbe 
ands of a mighty man, ſays the Pſalmiſt, 
ſo are children of the youth. Happy the 
man that hath bis quiver full of them; 
0 tbey 
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they Pall not be aſhamed, but Jpeak with 
the enemies in the gate. That is the 
true defence,” ſays Jack, * and let us 
have it. A game-keeper may be out of 
the way, but the child of the houſe is 
always by his father's ſide.” In ſhort, 
as he was no trifler, ſo he was ſeldom 
idle, when there was any thing of con- 
b _ ſequence to be done, and never minded 
2 whether his opinion was aſked or no. 
He ſpoke loudly on this occaſion, and 5 
— ———— 
Sir Thomas, never failed to tell him his 
mind. Peg herſelf, who, as we have 
ſaid, was rather gentle and inoffenſive in 
her ordinary deportment, gave ſome ſigns 


of diſcontent and vexation ; you could 

| fee a little fierceneſs return to her eye, 
and the affection and confidence with 
„ 
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which ſne had always of late regarded 
her brother, perhaps, at this time, help- 


ed to, augment her diſpleaſure, It is a 


grievous thing to be neglected by | | 
people 16 whom we make advances ee 
kindneſs and reſpect: this, however, did L 
not extort from her any injurious terms | g 


to her brother. If there was a cloud, 
it was readier to break upon his enemies 
head than on his. The truth is, that 
inſtead of having that waſpiſh croſs 
diſpoſition, which ſhe had often diſ- 
covered in her youth, ſhe now needed 
| ſome encouragement and ſpiriting up, 
to be able to defend her own. This did | 
not hinder many people from thinking . 8 
her greatly improved; ſhe had, indeed, | 
more bloom in her complexion, or wass | 5 


rather leſs pale than formerly, and was 
3 „ 
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what you. may call a tight comely 


| woman to converſe with, rather than one 
of your delicate beauties. But be her 
_ perſon what it would, it was neceſſary 


to defend her houſe and her children; 
and people told her, that if ſhe would 


write to her brother, he would not heſi- 
tate a moment about putting it in her 
power to do ſo. Peg was not near ſo 


ready in taking reſolutions as ſhe uſed 


to be, when left entirely to ſhift for 


herſelf; and even ſo ſmall a matter as 
writing a letter, ſhe put off from day 


to day; at laſt, ſne got up one morn- 


ing very early, and with the aſſiſtance of 


ſome of her children and relations, drew 
up a ſcroll of the following letter, which 
was afterwards copied out fair, and ſent. 
by a careful perſon to her brother. 


A 


— 
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A copy of Margaret” s letter to ber bro- 
ther John. 


| My FE ak. 5 « 


IT was with great egen that I 
heard lately from people who fre- 
quent your houle, that you had taken a 
reſolution not to depend any longer upon 
Nicholas Frog or Rouſterdevil for your 
defence; that you had collected your 
ſpirit very opportunely, and have ſince 
found yourſelf fortified, by what is the 
real ſtrength of every family, the affec- 
tion and vigour of your own children. 
My heart warmed to the proſpect of 
finding myſelf in the ſame ſituation, and 
I could have almoſt wiſhed for an op- 


Portunity to ſee your children and mine 
fairly 
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fairly united, againſt ſome common op- 
preſſor, a caſe in which I hope they will 
always be invincible. But whatever my 


| fituation may be, Ido not repine at your 


- proſperity. Our intereſts, indeed, ae 
unſeparable, and I cannot be perſuaded, 
when matters go well with you, that 
they can, at the long run, go ill with me 
or my family. This made me bear 
patiently with your people's neglect of 
me, when they ordered your family into 
a poſture of defence; and indeed, un- 
leſs it had come of yourſelf at that time, 
J was unwilling to have any matter 
ſtarted, which migbt have embaraſſed 
you in what you was about, by furniſh- 
ing, as I was told it might do, the people 
who were diſpoſed to croſs you, with 
<rgutaents — your ſcheme.. Thoſe 


gentlemen, 
6 


or MARGARET. 209 
_ gentlemen, it ſeems, have a language | 
ready prepared with reſpect to me, but 
I enter into no contentions with them. 
It ſeems that words have their weight 
after their meaning has ceaſed to be be- 
| lieved. It is in this way only, that I 
can underſtand, why a ſuſpicion thrown 
upon me in words ſhould be regarded, 
- whilſt your ſervants in my own ſight, 
carry arms to Mr. Luchar, the only 
perſon almoſt whom you or 1 have rea- 
fon to diſtruſt. I do not condernn that 
proceeding of yours; it is an inſtance of 
your openneſs and good-nature, and I 
believe has met with a fellow, who has 
the heart to ſtand by his friends, and 


Who, if properly directed, will fight for 


you and me, rather than for © * body 
| elſe. to 00 


1 


bs But whatever my reaſons were, for 
delaying to put you and Mrs. Bull in 


mind of me, I cannot, in juſtice to my 


own family, delay it any longer. Your 
proſperity I ſhall always conſider as my 
Own; but there are certain diſtinctions, 


which if borne in filence by me, muſt, 


even in your own opinion, render me un- 


worthy of the relation I bear to you. 
' You uſed to call me proud, I wiſh TI 


may not have erred on the other ex- 
treme. When you ceaſe to be proud, I 
ſhall not eſteem my brother the more, 


But whatever 'weakneſſes' I may have, 


how could you for a moment think of 


reducing me to the neceſſity of aſking _ 


as a favour, what is the birth-right of 
all mankind, liberty to defend myſelf ? 
I was poſſefled of this liberty, before I 


entruſted my affairs to the management 


of 


3 
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of your ſervants; and if you and I both 
afrerwards ceaſed to uſe it, that part 
of our hiſtory, perhaps, had better be 


paſt in ſilence. It never occurred to 


me, that you might perhaps reſume it 


n without offering it to me. 


« If. partial diſtribution os; arms in 


your own family alarmed you, as it muſt 


do every man of common reaſon, what 


muſt I think? the only perſon to whom 


the means of ſelf-defence are denied, 
whillt I am ſurrounded on every hand, 
by thoſe who carry a badge of ſuperi- 


ority, more certain than ſcepters or 


| aſſiſt my friends. ; Z 


empty pageantry. 
are at variance, ,whoever is uppermoſt, 


it ſeems, I muſt be at under, a poor tame 


drudge, unable to keep my Own, or 


1 ſhould 


If my neighbours 


= e r da. 
* , 
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« I ſhould tire you, if I was to ſay 


every thing that occurs to me on this 


alarming ſubject, and upon an occaſion 
which would juſtify greater degrees of 


impatience, than I have hitherto ex- 


preſſed. When I think, that the very | 


enemy againſt whom your people have 


taken ſuch care to ſecure themſelves, is 


now hovering about my doors, where 
he is ſure neither to find lock nor bar, 


nor a ſingle muſket to oppoſe his entry, 


I may well loſe my patience, and wiſh 
at leaſt to hear the cauſe of this diffe- 
rence explained, | 


55 I mall direct my own people Lech 
you, how to act upon this occaſion ; 


and I muſt beg the fayour, that you will 


aſſiſt in procuring | me directions how to 
proceed in  warding off the blow, with 
which 


. 
” em 
— — 


. 
— — — 
* — 
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which I am now threatened; or let me 
know where 1 am to find bread for my 
children, if what I have within my doors 
is the property of every fool, who wy 


| be ws hs to take it. 


1 
with the ſincereſt eſteem 
and affection, yours, &c. 
M 85 R G AR E. T. 


Tbis letter had a tone wy marian. | 
9 becauſe it was the ſudden burſt 
of a ſentiment, which Margaret had been 
at ſome pains to ſtifle. She meant, as 
hiſtorians affirm, only to ſpeak of the 


preſent alarm; yet ſhe broke into the 


ſubject at once, and then vas almoſt 
aſhamed to own, that ſhe or her children 


were afraid of Lewis Baboon's ſcurvy 


waterman, though, to ſay the truth, ſhe 


cool then have made no defence. 


I CHAP. 


one oh WR SET In, HHS 


CHAP. Xx. 
Hew this letter Was oe by John. 


ARGARET containly did her ; 
brother wrong, if ſhe ſuppoſed 


that FA had ever refuſed her the privi- 


lege of defending herſelf, or that he was 


in any degree averſe, to give his conſent 
to whatever might be neceſſary for that 


purpoſe. The fact was, that he had 
forgot her altogether, and never once 


thought of the queſtion, whether ſhe 
ſhould be put upon the ſame footing 


with himſelf in this particular, 


When John Bull ated from his own 


temper, and without reflection, he never 


diſcovered | 


3 


_—_ * . - 
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diſcovered any remains of diſtruſt or an» 


9 tipathy to his ſiſter: but when any mat - 
ter came to be ſeriouſly confidered; and 


| friends, as John'expreſſed himſelf, were 


P ah 


conſulted, then he had, indeed; ſome 
unfavourable maxims relating to her, 
which he had retained from his youth, 
without having ever examined them 
ſince; and any ill- diſpoſed perſon, put- 
ting him in mind of a bit of cuſtard or 
cheeſe · cake, which ſhe had ſnatched 
from him in the nurſery, could have re- 
vived all his antient prejudices; and 
then, indeed; from his manner of talk- 
ing, you would imagine that his poc- 
kets were in perpetual danger. And 
ſpeaking of his ſiſter and her family, | 
you would imagine that he had got a 
neſt of gypſies, whom he could not diſ- 


lodge from his barn, that their fingers 
„ were 
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perpetually ſticking in his back. There 
were people enow who found it of uſe, 
to put. Him in this mood, and they were 
ſure never to negle& it, when any of 
Peg's people whom they did not like, 
came about the houſe to ſell trinkets, or 
aſking for ſervice. Then they would 
ak John, whether he meant to bring the 
itch/into his family, or go to bed i in per- 
petual fear of having his throat ä 
But if any body came, who was in the 
uſe of flattering, lying, or pimping for 
themſelves, then a louſy. fellow who had 
been kicked out of Peg's houſe, was the 
moſt valuable perſon in the world; and 
Jobs ug: not 2. too much for him. 


I * 


Ii 1 W —_ if. Hubble. 
bubble or the nurſe, had bcen warned 
| EEE of 
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of a perſon? coming with a letter from 


Peg on this occaſion, they would not 


have failed to have called, Stop' Thief; 
but by good luck the letter was deliver- 


ed into their maſter s own hands, and 


they durſt not for their lives ſay a word 
more on the ſubject at that time. John 5 


had got ſome bumpers that afternoon; 
his watermen had met with Lewis Ba- 
boon's people, and he was gone abroad 
with Jowler, to ſee ſome boats that had 
been taken from Lewis, and wrecks 


that had been driven on ſhore. When 


he had read Peg's letter: Ah! ſays 
he, poor ſiſter here is mightily afraid in- 
deed. Here is a ſpot of work now, 
Jowler. She is not ſo much afraid 


| eicher, but ſhe wants that her young 


| trick ſhould be armed as well 2s mine.” 


Ty «6 Signify 


4 


— > 
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. 66 Sigrify to her, ſays Jowler, that the 
greatneſs and importance of the affairs, 
in which you are now engaged, muſt 
throw all domeſtic details into a ſeaſon 
of more leiſure.” * Ay, ay, ſays John, 
tell her we are drinking Lewis Baboon's 
dirge here, the fellow's joints are Riff 
by this time; tell her to open a new tap 
for her boys, let them be merry, that's 
all. She mall not ſee Lewis Baboon 
this twelvemonth, I warranther. How- 


— 


ever, as to the affair of getting guns in 
her houſe, if my wiſe and ſhe can 


agree about it, 1 have no odjec · 5 
tions.“ ay SMES #56 £29] $3 


—— 
3 


char. 
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CHAP. XII. 


How Mrs. B ull's attradants were prepared | 
on this ſubject. 


TARGARET could ſcarcely ex- 
; pect any other anſwer from her 
brother; he might, indeed, have talked 
to his wife, and it would have become 
him to have done fo very loudly ; but 
the ſettling matters of that kind, was 
0 left entirely to her and Sir Thomas. 
This circumſtance Peg knew, and ac- 

cordingly wrote to Mrs. Bull, Sir 
Thomas, and all her own clerks in the 


office, to each in the ſtile which was 


* her to make uſe of; and as 
4 all 
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| al "W originals. are in our hands, not to 
interrupt the courſe of our narration, 
we intend to defer the publication of 

them, with that of many other original 

1 to the concluſion f this great 
work. 


Notwithſtanding that Peg had taken 
all this trouble, many people were of 
opinion that the affair would never be 

heard of in the counting room, ſo much 

were they uſed to ſee Peg's affairs over- 
Iooked; but they were miſtaken. Gil- 
bert told Mrs. Bull the firſt or ſecond 
time he ſaw her, what a ſuit he was 
to preſent from her ſiſter, and two or 
three of Peg's boys were determined 
that it ſhould not go without a hearing. 
Mean time, the nurſe. and Hubble- 
bubble were nor. idle. The ſcheme 
8 which | 
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which they thought to have rofl | 
was taking place very faſt. The boy 


George and his companions were laugh- | 


ing at them as uſual, and the young 
men who had been ſent out to watch 


Lewis Baboon's motions, paſt their 


time merrily in the fields, playing at 
cricket, pitch- bar, and foot- ball, from 
morning to night, eat their victuals with 
a good appetite, and ſlept as ſound in a 


| barn, as ever they had done in the beſt 
| ted in John's houſe : all which, the 
nurſe would not have believed, if you | 


had ſworn i it to her on all the four evan- 


geliſts. In ſhort, there was no appear- 
ance of their tiring, and they would 
have held out through mere ſpite, i if 
they had been tired, when they found 


that there was any intention to vex 


* 
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All this was ſore enough upon the 
| purſe, without being obliged to fee her 
predictions equally falſified, by having 
the fame thing tried in ſiſter Peg's houſe. 

This ſhe could by no means think of 
With any patience, and ſhe determined 
10 do all ſhe could with Mrs. Bull to 
prevent it. For this purpoſe, Hubble- 
| bubble and ſhe took their opportunity to 


talk to many of Mrs. Bull's attendants. 
They put them in mind of all the per- 


quiſites, preſents and vails, which had 
deen ſo kindly thrown in their way; 
obſerved of what conſequence the preſent 
affair was to them, and that if they ſuf- 
| fcred their friends to be baffled, and dif- 
credited, they muſt not expect to be 
ſerved fo, in time coming. You may 


ſoon get other FO in our 


8 
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you for the ſake of your miſtreſs, 


but can you go as familiarly to a new 
comer, to alk for a bit of victuals, or 


Aa glaſs of liquor between meals ? By 


this and ſuch like talk, they contrived 


to ſecure the people who bad Mrs. Bull's 1 
ear. And though they were ſure of 
herſelf at laſt, yet matters would go 
much more ſmoothly, if they could 


get any. of ſiſter Peg's own clerks to 


give up the affair, as if ſhe was not 


very much bent upon it herſelf 


Hiſtorians agree, that hn tampered 


with many people for this purpoſe ; but 


it is well known that not a ſoul of them 
would liſten to propoſals of that kind, 


- till they came to Bumbo, whom they 
would have tried ſooner, if they had 


/ 
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not d themſelves ſure: of him, a 
at the ſame time known what degree of 
credit he was likely to bring them, 
They had ſometimes let him looſe upon 
Mrs. Bull before, to very little purpoſe 3 
although for diſcourſe he was' always 
ready, and had ſtuff in his head, which 
might be turned into jocular ſayings, 
ſerious ſentences, pathetic declamations, 
angry <bullitions, or plaintive ditties, 
with equal propriety. He made the 
ſame thing paſs in all theſe ſhapes, but 
the hearers did not know either when to 
laugh or cry, unleſs he gave them a 
ſignal, by a ſlap in the chops, a re- 
markable roar, or a doleful whine, by 
means of which it was dangerous to ft 
near him; and whether you was near him 
or no, the changes of his voice pro- 
duced an odd ſort of mounting and dip- 
5 ping, 
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ping, like the heaving of waves, and 
had the ſame effect in raiſing a violent 
inclination to vomit, They ſay, that 
he had often turned Mrs. Bull's ſtomach, 
and that ſhe always took cordials when 


ſhe expected a viſit from him. This 


being the caſe, he was to be employed 
with caution; but he had ſlill one qua- 
lity, from which they expected ſome 

good, and that was his preciſe and ac- 
curate method of dividing mankind in- 
to Thomiſts and Geoffrites; in the laſt 
of which claſſes, he commonly. Pugs his 
mother Peg. | 


| A Geoffiite originally meant any per- 
fon who was for ; reſtoring Squire 
Geoffrey to the management of John 
Buli's buſineſs, and a Thomiſt the op- 


poſite. What this gentleman meant by 
theſe 
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theſe appellations nobody could find out; 
for he ſometimes beſtowed them indif- 
ferently on Sir Thomas's beſt friends; 
and what is more ſurprizing ſill, on 
people who never thought of Sir 
Thomas nor Squire Geoffrey in all their 
lives ; as well as ſome others, who never 
thought of any thing at all; but how to 
fill their own beliies and their pockets, 
He himſelf, it was ſaid; was a Thomiſt 
of this kind; but-whilſt he did nothing 
himſelf, but ſwallow the warm pottage 
he had got from John Bull's nurſe, e 
wanted to perſuade you, that other 
people 8 heads were conſtantly taken up 
about the divine right of attornies to 
treat their clients as they pleaſed; A 
| Geoffrite was his favourite topic to 
ſpeak upon ; but whether it was to ſhow 
his - dil in _ out what eſcaped 
other 
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other people, or merely becauſe he had 
never ſeen any body paid for finding 
out Thomiſts, it is certain, that for 
one Thomiſt, he would point you out a 
| dozen of Geoffrites, and you would be 
ſurprized, how the devil Sir Thomas 
got into the management of John Bull's 

or ſiſter Peg's buſineſs at all, as Bumbo 
certainly was not in the mT to help him 
ro it, 


© — 


With all theſe conſiderations pro and 
con, the nurſe was extremely deſirous 
| to ſee him ; and as fortune would have 

it, he was no leſs anxious to ſee her. 

He wanted at this very time a ſpecial 

reward for all his ſervices, no leſs than 

to be appointed major-domo in Peg's 
own houſe: this was a fort of a man 

houſe-keeper, and was commonly a 

| grave 
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grave elderly perſon who kept the keys 
of Peg's pantry, and entertained as he 
thought proper any of the tenants, who | 
had affairs about the houſe. The laſt 
: major-domo was late! y dead; and as 
John Bull's nurſe tœck the charge of all 
pantries and nurſeries far and near, and 
would let nobody meddle with them, but 
who was of her own chuſing, it was 
not doubred at this time, that her fa- 
vourite Bumbo would be the man. But 
in order to ſecure it the more, he fur- 
niſhed himſelf with a liſt of ſome dozen 


of Geoffrites, picked up nobody knows 
how, and containing ſome of thoſe who 
were likely to oppoſe himſelf, in getting 
the major domo- (hip in Peg's family. 
With this proviſion he went down ſtairs, 
and ſo acroſs the court to John Bury 8 


| houſe. 


CHAP. 90 
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0 H 1A P. Xut. 
nis Bumbo 2 with John BulPs 


_ Nurſe, and found | ber tiot fo great 0 feol 


as be thought ber. 


8 
— 


| B UMBO, without Aaying to 1 


very melancholy, lamenting her con- 


nection with ſuch a: fool as Hubble- 


bubble, and not much comforted with 


the thought: of having nobody now to 


_ truſt to but Bumbo. However, as the 


 =_— is, a drowning man will catch at 


a ſtraw ; whenever he appeared, ſhe got 


up and embraced him. Which he un- 


derſtanding to be as much as to ſay, My 
* ' - dear 


LY with any body, went ſtraight to 
the nurſe's eloſet, where he.found her 


dear major domo, I am glad to ſee you, 
was going to thank her, when ſhe broke 

out into a 8 rage againſt ſiſter FENG 
and her family. 


| What, ſays 15 is the meaning of this 
: impertinent ſaucy letter” you have ſent 
from your houſe to Mr. Bull ? have I not 
enough to do with his own humours and 
his freaks, withoue your refreſhing his 
memory, and pretending to copy after 
him like the aſs in Æſop? Set you up, 
indeed] we ſhould-bring our matters to 
a fine pals, if we minded all your letters 
4 and remonſtrances. 1 „ 7 


"2 hope. your 1dyſhip, Fg Bumbo, 
does not imagine that I had any hand in 
writing that letter, or would put any 
thing i in eg 8 head, h ch I knew to be 

= 5 . ſo 
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| fo diſagreeable to your e indeed, 
I could not ſhew myſelf any where, 
vithout the hazard of being abſolutely 


worried by the people whe were lor 
writing that inſolent letter. 


What ſhall we do then? ſays che ff 
if that vixen is ſo much bent upon this 


_ whim, Mrs. Bull cannot poſſibly refuſe 


her huſband's own ſiſter; what the world 


will call ſo poor a favour; it would look 
like mere jealouſy: and ſpleen, and might 
breed  heart-burnings between the two 
families. 


5 Mr. Bumbo, perceiving "the 


good woman's extreme diſtreſs, thought 
how he bet might comfort her, and 


thereby turn the diſcourſe to the affair of 
his own ' major-domo-ſhip. My dear 


madam, ſays he, don't be uneaſy; this 


K 2 - © mM 
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letter was written by a parcel of Geof: 
frites, of whom ] have a lift in my poc- 
ket ; the few Thomiſts that are in that 
| houſe, would ſooner be hanged than do 


any thing ſo difagreeable to your lady- 
ſhip. 


Yours are right Thomiſts, ſays the 
nurſe ; ours here are more troubleſome 
about thoſe matters, than any body; but 

aſſure me, fays ſhe, that this letter is a 
"ory 's and I ſhall love e as long 1 
breathe. e — 


| © mere forgery v upon wy duns 
f fays Bumbo. 159 


Well laid, lays . Sake: Fe IM 
. you give me! Let us away to Mrs. Bull, 
and have thoſe gies tried to the 


| ' utmoſt, 
| Beſor 


or MARGARET: 133 


Before your ladyſhip goes, ſays Bum. 
bo, I have a little affair to mention: 
your ladyſhip knows, that the major- 
domo is dead, may not I preſumeto hope, 


that your ladyſhip will do me a good 


office with Sir Thomas on this occaſion? 


Aſſure yourſelf | that you thall is 


major-domo, ſays the nurſe ; but you 


muſt not go, till Mrs. Bull has heard 
your evidence about the forger x. 


pon my honour add reputation, 


ſays Bumbo, there is no occaſion ; the 


forgery will appear quite plain, every 
word of it forged, as I declare to you; 


but that unnatural woman was perſuaded -| 
to deſire me to ſecond her application, 

and your ladyſhip knows, that even a 
nn leads but a dog s- life, if 


* * — 4 — Ng Pigs ——— wo er gr nee DE 
8 , 
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| che miſtreſs and every body be againſt 
him. There is Small-Trafh, the Laird 

A of Lick-pelf's brother, will give his oath 
about the forgery ; and that is the ſame | 
thing as if I did it myſelf, for every body 
knows that we always Fear the ſame 

| things. 


. . Arete dure ac earring, 


I don't vnderſinnd your ſcruples now, 
ſays the nurſe; would any woman defire 
you to ſecond a forged application? Be- 
ſides nobody ever heard of Small-Traſi; 
and we cannot be anſwerable for truſting 
his evidence. Stay, ſtay, my dear 
| major-domo, and give us your own 
proper evidence in this N point 
of forgery. 


Et | ” I pray, fays Bumbo, . your . | 
* Thip would conſider my ſtraits ; I dare 
| 3 about Geofſrites way 


11 
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body will roar, and ſay, they knew 
what was a coming; nor dare I ſpeak my 
mind about Peg; I beg that your lady- 
| ſhip would not expoſe me like a bawd on 
the pillory, to be pelted, battered, and 
ſplaſhed with rotten eggs, chewed ap- 
ples, and ſtreet dirt, for the faithful 
counſe] which I give in your private ear. 
I will do twice as much for you i. in ano- 
* way. 1 


Well, well, ſays the nurſe, I ſee the 
matter is hard, Gilbert and James will 
carry all before them. I ſhall neither 
meddle nor make; Sir Thomas will be 
impoſed upon about the major-domo- - 
ſhip. There are many people looking 
the place, and let me tell you it is 
an office of great - conſequence. You- 
are young, Mr, Bumbo; and they Jay, 
| Ss you 
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you are hot when my back i is 8 
and you do not underſtand much of the 


larder or the pantry, and you huff the 
poor tenants when they come about the 


Kitchen, and that Margaret herſelf has 


not that confidence in you, which the 
_ miſtreſs of 2 ir ſhould have in a 


+ . 4 


. many — 1 
putes on your account, and now I am 


an: old woman, and don't meddle much. 


There is little appearance of my being 
able to obtain this favour for you; but 


vou may talk to Sir Thomas about it 


yourſelf. Lam, indeed, very much out 


p of oxder ; 3 old age has many infirmities 3 
à very ſevere cough I have, and am 


= troubled with wind; indeed, I have not 
eat an ounce of victuals for theſe three 


days. Þ It 


. 
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1 is impoſſible to deſcribe what paſſed 
in Bumbo' 8 countenance during this 
harangue. Ic changed from ſuſpence. to 


embarraſſment, from embarraſſment to 
confuſion, from confuſion to abſolute 


diſpair; and there it ſettled, when the 
nurſe concluded her ſpeech and was juſt 
a going. Well, ſays he, with a faul- 
tering voice, J have got many enetnies 
on your account and Sir Thomas's; here 

they are, pulling the liſt out of his poc- 
| ket, ſworn Geofirices, as I * to be 
ſaved. | 


That will not do, Mr. Bumbo, ſays 
the nurſe ; we do not. care a ruſh. for 
your Geoffrites or your Thomiſts either. 

N They do well enough 1 in their time, but 
| when one is about ſerious buſineſs, Ti 
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hate triling. If John Bull and his ſiſter 
take the defence of their houſes upon 


themſelves, we may all go packing. 
What influence can any body have in a 
family, where he has little or nothing to 


give away ? I have been all my life con- 
triving things for Sir Thomas and my- 
ſelf, to take to ourſelves, or to give 
away, and now you would have us part 


Vith one of the beſt things we have. 1 
have found, Mr. Bumbo, that a perſon's 


influence in any family, depends on the 
number of good things he has to give; 
you muſt have caps, ribbons and petti- 


coats for the maids, ſugar- plumbs for 
the children, and luncheons for the clerks, 
and be able to help a footman now and 
then out of livery, otherwiſe they will. 


not give a an old ſong. for you ; and Sir 
Thomas 
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e has found plenty about John's 
| houſe, otherwiſe Mrs. Bull and he 


would not be ſo good friends as they are. | 


People muſt have their yails and their 
perquiſites. Many a time has Sir Thomas 
obliged his friends with a game-keeper's 
place or ſo; and conſider with yourſelf, 
that if John continues to do any part of 
that bulineſs himſelf, what numbers, 
not only of game-keepers, foreſters and 
Whippers- in, but even weavers, taylors, 

| ſmiths, accountants, bakers, tanners, 
and ſhoe- makers, will forget the way to 
Sir Thomas's cloſet, and never think 
more of Hubble-bubble, or your hum- 
ble ſervant. And then the 'manage- 
ment of Rouſterdivel's affairs when he 
was brought over, was an excellent 
thing; truſt me, many a pretty fortune 
has been got by Rouſterdivel. But it 
is 
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is all over, Mr. Bumbo, all over; - and 
now a perſon who comes to aſk for a 


major-domo-ſhip, thinks he may do : 
what he pleaſes. 


Much ed ho, 8 bs. 0 


3 hope you do not conſider the ſcruples 


of a friend as an abſolute refuſal. is 
have always. been ready to ſwear: what 
you pleaſe, and if my oath be required 
to this forgery, I am ready to give it. 1 : 


"P hat was ſpoken like a major-domo, 

ſays the nurſe ; let us away to Hubble- 
bubble, and ſettle the tenor of your | 
evidence, | 


g 
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do 


CHAP: XIV. 


2 hs it was the fakion to barangu 
Mrs. Bull. ie 


LTHO' Mrs. Bull, 1 10 mattets 
| of conſequence, generally took her 
| refolution before ſhe came into the office, 
yet it was the faſhion to talk to her, as if 
de was undetermined to the laſt; and 
"ſhe herſelf humoured people in this 
whim, by liſtening to them, as if ſhe 
Was drinking in inſtruction at both her 
ears, from every word they ſaid. This 
ſame had its conſequences, for ſhe got 
the habit of doing nothing, unleſs ſome 
body ſpoke to her more or leſs, and 
then if ſhe was never ſo much de- 
: termined upon a point, ſhe” was often 
1 8 f out 
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out of countenance, when all the talk 
and the noiſe was on the other ſide. 


This 1 made Touder ſo 
precious a fellow, that Hubble-bubble 
_ himſelf, at the time he had moſt to ſay 
with Mrs. Bull, would have given a 

piece of his ear to have had Jowler hold 

his tongue; which he, however, would 
never do, till he ſaw time and place 
convenient. Then do hiſtorians ſay, that 5 
a they have ſeen bim as ſilent as a lamb, 
or making his noiſe on rother ſide of 
* ſame queſtion. 97 | 


However this 2 you may : believe 
that this affair of ſiſter Peg's was not to 
' pals without talking enough. Mrs. 
Bull was no ſooner ſeated, than there 
1 were people enow ready to adviſe her; 
32912 | ont 15 
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ſhe was told to put off the matter to 
another time, that it was an affair of 
great conſequence, and that Peg ap- 
peared to be in too great a hurry. 
Which was ſcarcely ſaid, when ſhe was 
told, that her ladyſhip was no ſtranger 
ta ſuch ſubjects, that ſhe had heard 
enough of it lately from her own huſ- 
band, and given her opinion; that the 
people who ſpoke of Margaret's hurry, 
were certainly in jeſt, and meant to 
ridicule the poor woman for her long 
Patience and forbearance. | 


In wort, ſome people ſaid, that they 
did not think i it was ſafe to truſt ſiſter 
Peg with any arms at all. They bid 
Mrs. Bull recollect, whether ſhe had 
not heard, that Peg had been in the 


practice of and ſcratching her 
brother, 
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n when, they were both in the 
nurſery ; ; and aſked, what fecurity John 


now had, that ſhe might not beat him 
out of his own houſe, or otherwiſe uſe 


him as ſhe thought proper. 


Mrs Bull herſelf was atidnied of this 


argument ; for a woman, whatever ſhe 


may think, cannot bear to hear her 
huſband meanly ſpoke of. But ſhe was 
ſoon relieved of this diſtreſs, by a per- =. 


fon who ſet forth John's manhood to 


ſome purpoſe ;' and in ſhorr, gave his 


opinion, that to be afraid of ſo inferior 


a force was mean and daſtardly, to ex- 


preſs any jealouſy of Margaret s diſpo- 
; ſitions was injurious and abominable, 
as they had every reaſon to belicve, that 
ſhe was well ſatisfied with her brother, 


| and only meant to o tread i in wy eps, in x | 
i 
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a matter which would be ſo honourable 
for both. 


Our fellow came running from the 
pantry, with a bib and an apron, and 


quoted the nurſe's dream; he ſaid, that 


although John Bull had baniſhed the 


weavers, it was no reaſon why his ſiſter 
Peg ſhould do the like; that ſhe had 
more need to have a piece of cloth ſent. 
her to make coats for her children, than 


authority for any ſuch pernicious ſcheme 


and that if ſhe and her whole houſe 


were at the door, he would not grant ſo 


ruinous a favour z that he remembered 
to have heard the condition that both 


houſes were in, when every body thought 
himſelf qualified to. fight, - that there 


was then neither wheel nor loom. within 


the door, and nobody wrought any 
: 3 
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at all; and he aſked Mrs. Bull, he- 
ther ſhe would have thoſe times re- 
vived? 2 | 


To an it was Taid, that every body 
might have heard of times, when people 
wrought very little, but that they always 
. wrought more or leſs ; and that if there 
was leſs work done formerly than now, 
| it was becauſe fewer people were bred 
to buſineſs, and becauſe there was not 
fo ready a market for fine cloaths or 
other niceties, by which tradeſmen get 
their livelihood; but. that now when 
every body is bred to buſineſs, and a 
tradeſman's work is well paid for, it 


V abſurd to ſay, they would grow idle, 


merely becauſe they could keep their 
Own, and were put in a condition not to 
dy robbed and pan e 

| This 
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This did not hinder others from talk- 
ing on without end. Some of your 
fine - ſpun faint-hearted thinking people 
declared, that they did not think that 
John Bull or his ſiſter could proſecute 


this ſcheme; it was a fine one indeed, 


they ſaid, but the brother and ſiſter 
were now too old to think of ſuch pro- 
. jets; a good warm bed, an elbow- 
chair, or a couch, a glaſs of cordial, 
or a bit of comfortable dinner, were 
properer ſubjects for them to think of, 
than ſcrambling over hedges, lying out 
of nights, and dry blows : That game- 


keepers might be dangerous within doors, 


but that John had now no other chance 


to keep off roguiſh neighbours : That 
either his own game-keepers, or thoſe 
of other people, would lay him in his 

L 2 | grave 
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grave at laſt: That it became him and 
his ſiſter, who had ſo many marks of 

age about them, rather to think of pre- 
paring themſelves for the other world, 
than to talk of vapouring any longer 
in this. In ſhort, there was no end of 


the impertinencies which were ſpoken 
in this. ſtrain, all giving Mrs. Bull a 
ſpeedy proſpe& of widowhood, and 
turning her thoughts toward Sir Thomas, 
or ſome other of , ſpruce young 
gallants. 


Some faid It was rocky that John ere 
nothing of all this, for he was ſometimes 
as jealous as ten furies, and if he had 
ſymptoms of ave, he had likewiſe re- 
mains of youth, which would have very 
ill brooked ſuch inſdious attacks on his 
fronour. For our parts we wiſh that he 
V, „% -- 7 had 
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| had heard every word of it, and had 
given the perſon who ſpoke fo, a flap in 


the face; for we do not fee what any 
body has to do putting people in mind 


of their age, and we are very ſure that 


John will not die the ſooner, for doing 
all he can to keep himſelf alive; and if 
| he was to die to-morrow, we would 
rather ſee him hearty and well while he 
lives, were it but for an hour, than 
moping and drooping his head, and in 
terror not only of what is to come in the 
other world, but even of every fool who 
may think to tread upop him in this. 


No ſooner the elle” EY 
and hubbub which this ſpeech had oc- | 
caſioned was over, then in ſteps a game- 
keeper, to tell how much better he could 
defend the houſe than any body elſe. 
of 1 2; For 
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For you muſt know that the game- 
keepers were very angry, and treated 


John Bull as little better than a poacher, 


for pretending to keep a gun in his own 
houſe. | os 


He told Mrs. Bull that 1 huſband 
and his family were mere aukward habs 
bers, who never could get the ſtrut nor 


the world; that a man could not fight 
unleſs he gave his whole time to it; and 


that unleſs a man could fight to purpoſe, 


he had better not fight at all. 


This weech met wich an * too. 
It was ſaid, that every body would fight 
till he ran away; that ſome people ran 


away ſooner, and others later; that no- 


- ban. however ee #9 it ſooner than 


the 


dr MARGARET. 151 
the game-keepers themſelves had done 
upon occaſion ; whether their manner of 

running away was better than any that 


I his | Elie: auod: and, O0E 
ſpeaker would not pretend to ſay; but 


he ſaw no harm in letting them have a 
gun in their hands now and then, to uſe 
them to it, in order that they might 


asd as long as poſkble; if any body 


came to attack them; and he could ſee 
no objection to this, unleſs it was ſaid, 


that people were the worſe for being 
uſed to a firelock, and fought beſt when 


they knew nothing of the matter, which 
from what he had heard of new hired 
game - keepers might poſſibly be the caſe, 


but that people would probably nat 


urge that argument; and for his part, 


he had always conſidered a previous uſe 
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of. arms, as 'an advantage in times of 


danger; and therefore, he thought that 


not only Mr. Bull, but his ſiſter too, 
ſhould have as much of it, as was con- 
ſiiſtent with their 2 
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| How Mrs. Bull ſat till and heard a great 


dial more on this ſulject. 


E cannot well tell how it hap- 
pened, that although Mrs. Bull 
was conſidering only, what anſwer ſnould 
be given to ſiſter Peg's letter, yet John's 7 
own affairs were brought in head and 


ſhoulders, and it ſeemed as if people 


were afraid to hurt Peg, except through | 
John's ſides. The truth was, that though | 
ſome people Gr not like to ſee the 
bt = 2p. humour 
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humour ſpreading, they did not chuſe to 


ſtop it by object ons peculiar to Peg, in 
which they could have been contradict- 
ed; and as the ſtate of diſparity to her 
brother, in which ſhe was put, could 
by no means be gloſſed over, they choſe 


to keep away from it as far as poſſible, 
and ſpeak only in general terme, Peg's 


clerks found themſelves obliged to do 
the ſame thing. One of them told Mrs. 
Bull, that he came there to ſollicite a 
piece of juſtice for an aged parent, and 


was ſurprized to find ſo many people 


ready to diſſuade her from granting it. 


If there are, ſays he, ſufficient obj "FE 


tions to the uſe of arms in a family, dif- 
continue it in your own; if there are 


not, why diſgrace one part of your 
houſe, by refuſing what all mankind 
| know 


: 1 
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know to be the great diſſinction be- 
tween ** and . ? 


1 ſurprized, -hoveren: to hear fo 
much concerning the abſolute i inconve- 
niencies of this meaſure. It may be 1 in- 


convenient for a man to do any thing at 
all for his own defence; but if it be neceſ- 
ſary for his prefervation, to what pur- 
pofe talk of inconveniencies ? It is cer- 
tainly meant by people who ſpeak in this 
ſtrain, that the method now in queſtion 


is nore inconvenient than that by game- 
keepers, which is the only other one 


_ that | have heard of. If this is their 

opioion, they ſhould. have entered ſome- 
what farther into the queſtion, than at 
preſent they appear to have done. 


This 
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This family has been for ſome time in 
the practice of committing their defence 
intirely to a certain claſs. of people, 
whom they call game-keepers. Thoſe 
are the only perſons about the houſe, 
ſuppoſed to know any thing at all of the 
uſe of arms; they are ſet apart from the 
reſt of the family, and by their manner 
of life, are made to ſhake off all con · 
nection with them as much as poſſible; 
and this, I ſuppoſe, that they may be 
at all times ready to go any where, or 
do any thing that their profeſſion, may 
require, without any regret of their . 


own, or incumbrance from other people. : 


They are engl for the ſame reaſon, 


to obey their leader implicitly, and to 
know no law but his commands; to all 
| which conditions they bind themſelves 


NES” ; 
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for life; and in the mean time, do no 


work either in N or harveſt, but | 
are fed at the expence of the tially: 


* * his, 1 . to 1 fair 
deſcription of a oame-keeper, as that pro- 
feſſion is now maintained. Every body 
knows that Mr. Bull has choſen this 
expedient with great reluctance. He 
was always apprehenſive, that whoever 
was maſter of the only arms in a houſe, 
might ſoon become maſter of the houſe 
itſelf. The practice, however, ſtole ; 
upon him, and for ought 1 know he 
might have gone all lengths in the uſe 
of it, if he had not been aſhamed of a 
ſudden, to find himſelf and all his family 
afraid to look any enemy in the face. 
He bethought himſelf of che wretched 
. . condition 
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condition he muſt be in, either if his 
game-keepers ſhould turn againſt him, 
ſhould deſert him, or even be out of the 
way at an unlucky time. And to fortify 
himfelf againſt thoſe calamities, he has 
diſtributed a certain quantity of arms 
among his children; a certain number 
are to be named in their turns, to learn 
the uſe of thoſe arms, under the direc- 
tion of a perſon, to whom all his other 
affairs are ſo happily intruſted. The 


people who receive this inſtruction live 
in the family, and mind their buſineſs, 


with the ſingle interruption, which ſome 
days of practice, or neceſſary ſervice 
may occaſion. When they have taken 
their turn, they leave that ſtation to 


others, and live as before; with this 


only difference, that if the houſe is 


* 


4 alarmed, 


4 
| 
| 
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alarmed, they are readier to act a part, 


in which they have had ſome 
55 practice. | 


We have beard enough . ho 
poſſibility of putting this ſcheme in 
execution; but, 1 think, it is found 

ſufficiently pradticable, when we want to 
have ſomebody in place of the game- 


keepers, whom we employ ſo liberally 


elſewhere z and therefore, I ſhall not 
now ſay any thing at all upon that point. 


Has it then any inconveniencies which 
do not attend every other method of 


ſelf- defence? The expence, the inter- 
ruption of buſineſs, the trouble attending | 
it, do certainly not exceed what is found 5 


of the ſame kind, in maintaining the 


— of dame keepen, In point ol 
6 — 
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expence, it is evident we can afford a 
much more numerous body of men in 
this way than in any other, if inſtead of 
augmenting our game: keepers without 

end, to vie with our neighbours, we are 

ſatisfied with a moderate number in or- 
dinary times, and prepare this refource 
for ourſelves, againſt any ſudden alarm. 


With reſpect to the interruption of 


work, it mult be allowed, that nobody 


can poſſibly work leſs than a game- 
keeper, To have ſo many people idle in 
ſucceſſion, or the fame number of indivi- 
duals idle for their whole lives, appears 


ds me preciſely the ſame thing, with this 


only difference, that a game-keeper is 
dle, whether there be occaſion to em- 
ploy him in his . or Bas the 

other is not. 


As 
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As for the trouble, I do not know 7 
any body who can have cauſe to com- 
plain of it, except Mr. Bull and his 
ſiſter; and when they are tired, they 
will probably let it alone, without 


troubling your ladyſhip for any orders 


about the matter. 


But 1 find people of very 3 au- 
thority, who tell us that it is dangerous 


to truſt the youth of a family with arms, 


That beſides quarrelling among them 
felves, they will fly in the face of eyery 


body elſe. That they may even drag 


your ladyſhip off that couch where you 


fir, and kick us your Clerks down ſtairs. 


1 ſhould be glad to know from whom it 


is you are to fear theſe outrages; or if 
any body in rea'ity was to offer them, 


to whom would hd r for protec- 


tion, 
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tion, but to thoſe who call you their lawful 
ſuperior and their parent. It is ſtrange, 
that a parent ſhould be ſuppoſed to have 
no hold in the affections of her own 
childien, or that they who ſtand firſt 
in point of eſteem and reſpect in the 
family, ſhould be in danger of being 
maltreated by thoſe with whom they 
are ſo nearly connected. For my part, 
if the children of this family improve 
in their courage, their vigour, and their 
ſpirit, I expect to improve with them, 
and ſhould be aſhamed to own, that I 
fear loſing, in that caſe, the reſpect and 
affection, with which I am now received 
among "wy companion. 


At any rate it ſeems i it is l that 
we may quarrel among ourſelves; and 


pray who is it we would have to be 
„„ worked, | 
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worſted, in caſe of ſuch a quarrel? | 
Can we foreſee who will be in the right, 
that we may arm them, and nobody 
elſe? It ſeems we are ſure, the game - 
| keeper, at leaſt, will be always in the 
right, ſince we are for keeping him per- 
petually armed, and for rendering all 
I the reſt as tame and helpleſs as poſſible, 
[| that he may have the leſs trouble, or 
| find them ready ſubdued to his hand. 
Or do thoſe who alarm us with the fear 
of domeſtic quarrels, pretend that the 
game keeper will never quarrel with 
any body ? I would gladly avoid this 
ſubject, but the queſtion is forced upon 
us. I honour the profeſſion of which 1 
ſpeak, and would often in my life have 
gladly embraced it. But when 1 was | 
deſcribing it to you, I thought that T 
was pointing out the meſt dangerous 
LEE OE 
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quarter, into which the ſpirit of do- 
meſtic faction can come. Here is an 


order of men, who are always in readi- 


neſs to act, whoſe leader is always pre- 


pared 3 in poſſeſſion at all times of great 
power, and at all times deſirous of 


Other factions may lurk under- 


ground in the ſeed, or ſpring into vier 


be eruſbed as they appear. But this 


i ul times a full grown plant. There 
needs no giant to tear it from the roots, 
nor is there any great addreſs required, 


with the help of this weapon, to con- 
found and deſtroy all the civil and domeſ- 


tic inſtitutions of men. 


I ſpeak not with a view to excite 
groundleſs jealouſies ; 1 ſpeak in behalf 
of an inſtitution, which is now com- 
n in one part of che family, and 

* M 1 which, 
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which, if carried to the other, muſt _ 


prove our beſt ſecurity againſt ill-de- 
ſigning men, from within or from with- 
out, in either houſe. If it be ag ad- 


vantage where it is already eſtabliſhed, 


I hope that your ladyſhip will not re- 
fuſe to ſhare it with an only ſiſter, who 
would be glad to employ all her force in 
your ſervice, and now only claims her 
privilege as a piece of juſtice, from a 
| perſon to whom ſhe has intruſted the 
management of her affairs, 


: 


cenAk. xvi 3 
How Bumbo gave bis evidence. 
E are far from commitading 


the ptactice of certain hiſtorians, 


who prcen to give the compleat 
e 


4 
or MARGARET. 165 — 
ſpeeches which were ſpoken many ages 
before, by leaders of armies, members 
of councils, and orators in popular 


aſſemblies ; we maintain that nobody — 
can do this, except the devil, or ſome 1 
perſon to whom the ſpeaker himſelf 85 | : 


gave a copy of his harangue in vriting. 
This not being our caſe, we content | ; 
ourſelves with giving a few broken hints, | i 
ſuch as we have been able to collect | 
from the beſt authorities, in order to | 
give our reader ſome notion of the ſub- 
ſtance of what was ſaid to Mrs. Bull 
ypon this great occaſion. With reſpect 
to the conten:s of this chapter, indeed, 
we are ſingularly happy, in having met | 
with the memoirs of Suck-Fiſt, a very a | 
learned man of that age, who uſed to | 
feed the game-keeper” s pointer, and be- | 
ing 8 with Mrs. Bull on this oe- 
M 13 agcaſion. 
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caſion, has tranſmitted to poſlerity. 1. 


particulars of Bumbo' 8 ane. 


By him we are 1 . that Bum- 


1 5 bo, aſter all, was not put to his oath ; 
that the terrors of a formal oath ap- 
| proaching, he ſo explained what he had 
ſaid about the forgery, that it was not 


thought expedient to put him to- it in 
public; and the nurſe thought it was bet 
ter to hazard a ſpeech from him at 
large, which if the lady's bowels could 
bear to an end, would at leaſt ſhow the | 


world, that there was one of Peg's own | 
people againſt granting her requeſt. 


Bumbo therefore appeared with this 


view, as no better could be made of it. 


Suck- Fiſt relates, that he began with 
declaring the n he had got 
; from 


or MARGARET. 
from Margaret, to fecond her applica- 
tion. He ſaid, that for his part it was 
his opinion, that nothing could be more 
reaſonable- than the propoſal ſne made; 
that if John Bull had arms in his houſe, 
or ſent his children to the fencing- ſchool 
for a month or two, there was no reaſon 
why Margaret ſhould be hindered from 
doing the ſame thing; and that there 
was nothing more defireable than to have 
every dillinction between the two wn 
lies aboliſhed. 


167 


7 — 


Were n not Suck-Fiſt a writer of good 
authority, both in point of judgment 

and veracity, we ſhould be apt to queſ- 
tion the following particulars of his nar- 
ration; they are ſo repugnant to what 
went before, and fo totally void of ſenſe 
or coherence, that not only we, but all 


future hiſtorians will heſitate before theß 
M4 tranſcribe 
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tranſcribe this part of his memoirs into 


their works. But as fiction is often 


more probable than truth, we draw a 


preſumption of veracity from the very 


want of likelihood in the caſe, and are 
ſure that ſuch things could never have 


come into any body's head, if they had 
not been true. To diſſuade Mrs. Bull 


from ſigning the order, which, it ſeems, 


was brought her ready written, relating 


to Peg's people, he tells her, that it was 
exactly like that ſhe had already given 
in her own houſe. He did not pretend, 
at leaſt | in public, that the Geoffrites 


were many in Peg's houſe, yet he would 


not even let Sir Thomas pick and chuſe, 
but ſaid, it was giving arms indiſcrimi- 
nately, to raiſe turbulent ſpirits. He 


commended Mr. Luchar extremely, 
and faid it was a pity to take him of 
his loom, except he was to be tranſport- 


ed; 
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ed; that givipg him arms would oil 
his hand as a weaver, and hinder his 


fighting, in which he had behaved ſo 


. gloriouſly, that he did not deſerve to be 
diſcouraged, much leſs annihilated, till 
John had made up matters with Lewis 


Baboon. He pointed at many bad con- 


ſequences, that would attend employ- 


ing Mr. Luchar, for the defence of the 
| houſe, ſuch as ſpoiling a good weaver, 


and the like; but he inſiſted, that no 


diſtinction ſhould be made between him 


and any body elſe, by puſhing a line, 
or any other method that could ſeparate 
the houſe into two parts; I implore, be 
ſeech, and intreat, ſays he, that you 
would not puſh any ſuch line acroſs our. 


houſe ; let us all be treated alike, and if, 


there be any of us who are not in danger 
of being moleſted, or others who are 


not 
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not fit to carry arms, let us all be re- 

: fuſed them together, that nobody's mind 
may be ruffled, nor any heart - burnings 
be left, bot thoſe which do or may 

ſubſiſt between John Bull himſelf and 
his worthy ſiller Margaret; they have 
been uſed to more duſt than any can 
raiſe between them, and can bear it all. 

He adviſed Mrs. Bull to do nothing at 
all in Peg's houſe, leſt ſhe ſhould forget 
ſomething; when you have ſhown to 
us, that you can remember every cir- 
cumſtance at once, then we will apply 
for your directions, or deviſe a method 

of our own; and as Margaret has al- | 
ready born the diſgrace of this difference 
ſo long, I ſee no reaſon why ſhe may 
not bear it ſome time longer; her houſe 
can never be more open, or more defence- 
leſs than it is now, nor her children leſs 


3 to reſiſt thieves; and I fee no 
| reaſon 


* - 
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reaſvn to hurry the ſupply of defedts, to 
which ſhe is now ſo well accuſtomed. 
He concluded by telling Mrs. Bull, 
what a dangerous thing it would be to F 
give any orders in Peg's houſe, when | 
he was told that her ladyſhip was juſt 
going to give ſome freſh orders in her 
OWN, | ; 
Theſe particulars, poſterity will no 
doubt admit upon the teſtimony of 
Suck - Fiſt; eſpecially as he adds, that 
if any body ſhall ſay, that Bumbo rea- 
ſoned upon other principles, he is rea- 
dy to contradict them, by ſaying it is 
not true. He ſubjoins, that Jowler paid 
him great reſpect in ſpeaking after him; 
and we ourſelves know, that Small- 


Traſh exclaimed, that he had gained 
immortal honour. E's 5 
PE rn af. CHAP. 
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How Mrs. Bull ſeitled ber ſtomacb. 
RS. Bull, in the courſe of the 
foregoing ſpeech, was obſerved 

"by many people to change colour, and 

before it was done, hartſhorn-drops and 

7 ſmelling-bottles were produced in abun- 

dance. Every one faid, that' nobody 

but Jowler could ſettle her ſtomach, 
for he uſed to ſtun her ſometimes, ſo 
as to take away the ſenſe of every thing 
elſe, which has often been obſerved to 
have very good effects in trifling illneſſes, 
by drawing off the patient's attention, as 

the fear of drowning will do in the cafe 
of ſea- ſickneſs, and bliſters, cauſtics, 


and ſtiqmuluſſes, in the caſe of other 
diſorders. 
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e Jowler e ſet to 
work with her: but for want of the 
big words, with which he uſed to coax 
John Bull, and which he avoided now 
for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he 
could produce nothing that day, but a 
| maukiſh ſort of ſtuff, that was little 
better than the warm water, which 
| people are made to drink after a vomit. 


In ſhort, Mrs. Bull was up and juſt 

going, when one of Peg's clerks begged 
her not to be raſh in diſmiſſing a buſi- 
neſs, in which the intereſt, the honour, 
and the preſervation of her huſband's 
family, were ſo deeply involved; he 
told her, that he was ſurprized, to find 
any objections made to the terms of the 


8 order that was laid before her, as they 


did not pretend to alk any more at that 
| time, 


4 


| %% - Tuwn-HISTORY: | 
time, than that ſhe ſhould appoipt a 
day to conſider that order, and correct 
it if the thought proper; that if ſhe re- 
fuſed chat requeſt, the whole. world muſt 
_ tay, that ſhe was determined to hear no by 
reaſon on the ſubje&, and would be left 
to ſuſpeR, that ſne had as little inclina- 
tion to the meaſute i in Mr. Bull's own 
houſe, as in his ſiſter's; for he had „ 1 
ſcarcely heard one argument, that was l 
not equally ſtrong againſt it in both. 
That whether this was the caſe or no, 
he never could think the eſtabliſhment 
: ſecure, whilſt it reached only to one 
part of che family, nor the union be- 
tween the two houſes compleat, whilſt 
ſome were treated like ſtep- -children or 
baſtards, and others like gent'e emen and 
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1 were painful, ſays he, to lay be- 
fore you at large the iniquity of ſuch a 
conduct, of which believe you inca- 
pable; but if you are diſpoſed to hear 


wWahat may be offered on the point in 


general, I have yet thoſe impreſſions 
deeply rooted in my breaſt, which made 
me wiſh for this eſtabliſhment in your 
houſe, as the beſt ſecurity to your for- 
tune, your honour, and your life. Im- 
preſſions, which make me behold with 
| joy, the ſteps you have purſued, aliho* 
l am no reduced to the neceſlity of beg- 
ging as a fayour, in behalf of a parent, 
what, on the foot of equal treatment, 
ſhe has a right to demand; and what, if 
refuſed, muſt appear as à ſtain to her 
honour, and a mark of diſparity which 
the was not born to endure. But her 


oppoſers 
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oppoſers have ſaved us the trouble of 


enlarging on this topic, and wiſely made 


it unneceſſary to . what i is aready 
too n. 7 


Their arguments are ſack as tt 


make us believe, that every moment 
which is beſtowed by individuals for the 


good of the public, is loſt to that family 


for which it is beſtowed. They talk of 


the advantage of privite induſtry, but 
ſpeak of every practice that connects 


an individual in his views or affections 


with the family to which he belongs, 7 


as an allurement to idleneſs and ſloth. 


To act for the family, to defend it in 
times of peril, is the nobleſt office to 


which any individual can aſpire; and if 


he labours within your doors to heap up 


wealth, without having a ſoul capable 
„C 
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of this office; you may call him, in- 
deed, a gainful property, but will ſcarce- 
ly ſhow him among your children, 
when they come to appear before thoſe 
who are judges of men. Who upon 

ſuch an occaſion would point out a 
ſneaking mercenary ſelfiſh coward, and. 

call him his child? Yet ſuch is the race 


which we are deſired to propagate, and 5 


ſuch is the character which-we are Cau- 
| tioned not to corrupt. 2 


We have heard from many the praiſe 
of induſtry, as if any body. were in- 
clined to diſpute that praiſe. - We have 
heard at large, the advantages of 
wealth, as if wealth and induſtry were 
inconſiſtent with the meaſure for which 
ve contend. From this ſource, ſay they, 


filled : let them tell us then from what 
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ſouree the defence of our ſtores are to 
Proceed? Will our wealth deter a rapa- 
dcdous enemy? Are the eagles intimi- 
dated, when they are told that the doves 
= fatter than they? No; but our 
wealth will hire a protector. Who then 
will defend us againſt the protector 
whom we have hired ? Is the gripe of a2 
tapacious hireling leſs to be feared, than 
that of a rival at the gate? But our 
wealth, we are told, will enable us to 
maintain a large and a numerous family. 
But what is it will render that family 
worth maintaining, or make the com- 
pany of thoſe numbers that we hear of 
deſireable? For my part, I never thought 
it a bleſſing to be placed in a multitude 
of baſe, degenerate and ſelfiſn men. If 
the people we live with are vile, the 
more there are of them, * ſo much 
| the worſe. | 


IM I have 
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I have been ſurprized, therefore, to 
. hear gentlemen ſpeak of filling a houſe 
with men, without ever mentioning the 


quality of thoſe numbers they mean to 
aſſemble 3 and ſpeak of cloaths and 


food, as of conſequence, whilſt the 
character of him who is to uſe them is 


neglected. A little reflection will con- 


vince, that the ſoul of a man is of more 


value than his poſſeſſions, and that the 


happineſs of individuals, as well as that 
of the families which they compoſe, 
depends more on the generoſity, juſtice 
and fortitude of their ſpirit, than on 
the trappings in which they are cloath- 
ed, or the quantity of merchandize they 
ſell to their neighbour. They, how- 
ever, who contend that the preſent mea- 
ſure is inconſiſtent with the ſucceſs of 


induſtry and traffic, throw theſe advan- | 
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tages into a light of greater contempt, 


than I am diſpoſed to do. We excell 


our predeceſſors in the art of procuring 


wealth; we excell them in the know- 


| ledge of domeſtic oeconomy; why 
ſhould we not excell them too in the 
| {kill and reſalution to defend advan- 
tages, which ſo far exceed what _ | 
2 n 5 


Without we. carry this quality along 


1 us, other advantages are of little 
avail; wealth and affluence are but al- 


lurements to rapine; even a diſpoſition to 
gentleneſs, humanity, and candour, but 
expoſes: the more to the aſſaults of 


| others, and. doth not. Boner the inte- 


grity of him who inherits it. If I con- 


5 tend wich a knave in behalf of the in- 


nocent, and dare not ſtand the hazard 


| of a conteſt when brought to extremes, 
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or MARGARET, 18 
my antagoniſt knows how to prevail 


from the firſt, for I ſhrink from the 


countenance of a perſon. who is hardier 


than I. I am prepared on the ſlighteſt 
trial to betray my friend, my brother, 


my father, aud the honour of my race. 


I am already formed for a ſlave, and 
hold my ſafety and my life by the tenor 


| of another's will. There is no vice, - 
which may not. be grafted on cowardice, 


as ſucceſsfully. as upon avarice itſelf, 


that other ſtock which we are ſo willing . 


to cultivate. 


I ſhall be told chat the people of this 
hows are yet far removed from this 
deſpicable extreme. I hope they are, 
and that every aſſault of injuſtice would 
meet with a hardy and reſolute oppo- 


| fiction in the members of this family; 
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but let us beware of the memes, to 
which our maxims and our practices 


may * * us. 


Ain fon only to the uſe of 
arms; them, indeed, we endeavour to 
inſpire with courage and a contempt of 


: danger, but we endeavour at the ſame 


time, by throwing them into a ſeparate 
way of life, to weaken their connection 
with the family, and to ſtifle the ſenti- 


ments of filial tenderneſs and reſpect, 


under the load of artificial ſubordina- 


tions, to which they are bound for life. 


The familiar uſe of arms may fortify 
the breaſt; but more is required to ac- 
compliſh a faithful and dutiful child, 


a tender, a generous alfection, to that 


parent, whom he 18 bound to de- 
fend. 


mi The 
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The flower and choice of our young 
men, croud into the profeſſion of 
which I ſpeak: for what ſtation is more 
deſireable to a man of ſpirit, than one 
in which he can exert the native vigor 
of his mind, and ſtand in the light of 

a protection and defence to his father's 
houſe? They place themſelves in this 
ſtation with a glowing and ardent 
mind, but their continuance in it ſel- 
dom fails to extinguiſh or depreſs thoſe 
ſentiments, and leave no impreſſion but 
that of a ſervile dependance on the 
perſons under whoſe directions they are 


placed. 


Whilſt we thus educate one part of 
the family, the remainder, we ſay, are 
left to cultivate pacific arts; and thoſe 
arts muſt be pacific indeed, which ren- 
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der the ability of ſelf-defence unneceſ- 


fary, by which men are, made tools to 


procure the means of life, and are 
ſcarcely put in mind, that they have a 


right to defend the privileges of men, 
againſt all who ſhall preſume to attack 
| them. The former are bred to com- 


mit acts of violence in cold blood, the 


latter to bear them with a tame and de- 
jected ſoul. Did we reſolve to try 


what the utmoſt corruption could do, 


to debaſe, to ſink and deſtroy a race of 
men, a more ingenious contrivance could 7 
not be found than this we are diſpoſed 5 
to follow. 


It is the buſineſs of one man, it ſeems, 
to think of nothing but quarrels and 
violence; to another, it is not even 
permitted to defend himſelf. In this 
* 


| . 
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| Hopeful partition of your children, 


Where are you to find the generous, 


the manly, and the dutiful ſpirit, equally 
Prepared for times of quiet and of 


trouble? A ſpirit, which the ſuſpen- 
ſion even of domeſtic government will 


not diſcompoſe, but which can, by a 
well- directed reſolution and vigor, re- 2 
| tore that order, which it is ſo well 
7 qualified to adorn and maintain. 


If we would have any veſtige of 


ſuch ſpirit remain among us, let thoſe 
who have the habits and affections of 
children, be likewiſe endowed with the 


force of men; let thoſe who call you 


parent be inſpired with a reſolution 
to ftand by you in all your diſtreſſes 
and difficulties ; and whilſt. they enjoy 
the privileges and immunities of chil- 
dren, be taught to know that it is their 


duty to defend them. I was 
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I was always fond of the meaſure now | 
under conſideration, becauſe it aimed 
at producing thoſe happy effects. You 


need not be told in what manner it 
tends to produce them, for your family 


has already gained ſtrength by pur- 
ſuing it; and I fee] with pleaſure, the 


hopes of a gallant and happy race of 


men, likely to continue in this houſe. 


But let not ſo wiſe a meaſure be par- 
tiallß purſued ; let not one part of b 
your race be doomed to baſeneſs and 
ſervility, whillt the other is formed 
to elevation and honour. One rotten 
member is ſometimes found to ſpread 


corruption over the whole, and a lurk- 
ing humour in one corner, to _— 
the ſoundeſt conſtitution. 


Your wiſeſt eſtabliſhments, 1 con- 
es to a wks may periſh for want of 
that 
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that emulation, which, when all are 
_ equally engaged, muſt kindle the ar- 


dor and ſpirits of generous | minds. 
And the implements of ſlavery may 
one day be brought from that corner, 


to which you now deny the privileges 
of free-men. Into other ſamilies we | 


have heard that a maſter has come, 


who turned his dwelling into a jail, 
- where nothing is heard but the clank 
of chains, and the craſhing of iron 


bars. He himſelf is diſtinguiſhed by 


the 1 depreſſion of his look; 


the whip, which he holds in his hand, 
and the inſtruments of death which are 


carried before him. But where are 


the miniſters of his cruel purpoſe to 


be found? They are purchaſed with 
gold in thoſe obſcure corners of 


WA 
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his neighbourhood, where every man 
that i is born is a ſlave. 14,75 76508 


4 


It has been che pradtice of other 
families to . condemn a particular race 
to ſervile purpoſes. Their names were 
never reckoned in the liſt of the fami- 
ly, their numbers never eſtimated as 

any part of their ſtrength. For they 
were ſuch as by their crimes deſerved : 
no better treatment; or by the baſe- 


neſs and ſervility of their minds, had 
| naturally ſunk into this ſtation. But 
Bf aa did the father of a family, by : 
any ſupercilious neglect or act of vio- 
5 8 throw down the offspring of his 
on blood, | into a fare of weh de- 


ele We. 
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